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f% First Sxssion. 
Hayy » Governor-General, ; 

His Excellency the Riknt Honorable Sir Ronatp Craururp: Munro Frreuson, a Member of , 
His, Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- — F 
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and — Z 
over the; Com monwer, Ith of Australia. . es. 

Australian Wational Government. ; 
(From 10th January,;-1918.) ; 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General -. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., Kx€. ae F228 
Minister for the Navy .. te -. The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C., M. G. ‘ i) epee 
Succeeded by Pay 
‘ The Honorable W. H. Laird Smith (28th. July, 1920). 
Treasurer ae ae AE, -. The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
: Stacceeded by 
The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P. C. (27th March, 1918 i - 
Succeeded by es f 
The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.O.M.G. (28th July, 1920). 

Minister for Defence .. a .. The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 

Minister for Repatriation .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. ; : 

Minister for Works and Railways .. ‘The Right Honorable Hee 4 Al Serie Watt, P.C. ; om 

ucceeded by : ; 
Gm% . The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Hom#and Territories -+ The Honorable Patric’: McMahon Glynn K.C. t7+ 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable Alexa:ider Poynton (4th Hobnia 1920). 
Minister for Trade and Customs .. «. The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t 
Succeeded by 
The Right Honorable William Alscander Watt, P.C. (18th December, 1124 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). 
Postmaster-General ere 4 -. The Honorable Willian. Webster, t7+ 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable George Henry Wise (ath. February, 1920). : a 
Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. es c an 
Succeeded by 
& The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). ee 


Honorary Minister ae re -. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 1918. 
Honorary Minister as nat -- The Honorable Alexander Poynton. 
Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920. 
Honcrary Minister wie 4B -. .The Honorable George Henry Wise. 
Appointed Postmaster General, 4th February, 1920. 
Honorary Minister S =H -- ~The Honorable Walter Massy: Greene. , 
Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1$19.* 
Honorary Minister Be osc ‘... The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard** ee 
Honorary Minister ... iS ., «se The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M. G., C.B., V.D. tt a 
Honorary Minister = -% -. The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.tf y q 
N a ‘Appointed Minister for the Navy, 28th July, 1920. — - 
Honorary Minister > .. The Honorable Arthur Stanislaus R.odgers.*** : 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918. t+ Removed from office, 13th December, 19:8. ** Resigned pate: 31st senses 
1919, tT Appointed 4th February, 1920. hae? Resigned 3rd February, 1920. ttt Resignation from 
office gazetted, 15th June, 1920.—-*** Appointed 28th J uly, 1920. 

















Senators, : a 
(From. Ist July, 1920.) = 
-President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 


Chairman of Commitiees—Senator Thomas Jerome Kingston Bakhap. 


Adamson, Hon. John, C.B.E. (@.) Guthrie, James Francis (V.) | yea . 
Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) ; Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) . a 
Benny, Benjamin (S.A.) Henderson, George (W.A.) 





Bolton, William Kinsey (V.) . | Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*Buzacott, Richard (W.A;) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Cox, Charles Frederick, C.B., OMG. (N. S.W. ) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S .W.) v: 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q. ) Millen, John Dunlop(T.)  — 
‘De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A:) Newland, John ($,A.) 
Drake-Brockman, Edmund Alfred (W.A.) ) Payne, Hon: ica James Mockford (T.) 
Dunean; Walter Leslié (N.S.W.) ; 2Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
‘Earle, Hon. John (T.) 1Plain, William (V.) 
Elliott, Harold Edward, C.B., C.M.G. (V.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S. me 
Fairbairn, George (V.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) ; , i eae 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 1 Rowell, James. “ B. (S.A.) : | eer 
2Foster, George Matthew ('T.) . Russell, Hon. dward John (V. ) Soba 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) Senior, William (S-A.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) Thomas, Hon. Jdsiah (N.S.W.) 








Glasgow, Sir Thomas William, Wilson, Reginald Victor (S.A.) 


1. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees. 2ist July, 1920, 2. Sworn 21st July, 1920. ; r 
3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 26th F ‘ebruary, 1920. Se aS 























ADJ OURNMENT, 


65 RETURNED SAILORS AND SOLDIERS ‘Tw 
_PERIAL LEAGUE: 
-BUTION OF SOLDIERS’ TWEED. 


ae % 


“That the House do now adjourn. 


i. asked a question on 8th July regarding 
_ the position of soldiers who were not mem- 
_ bers of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers 


ticipate in the distribution of Anzac 
‘ tweed. I was informed, 
there was no foundation for the allega- 
_ tion that returned men who are not mem- 
bers of the League are precluded from 
Rie " securing cloth. I have nothing whatever 
_ against the League, but merely wish to 
_ see even-handed justice meted out to 
‘every man, irrespective of whether he is 
a member ‘of the League or not. If the 
Government is providing cloth, every 
‘man who served abroad should have an 
equal and perfect right to secure a suit- 
Ser th if he so desires. Since receiving 
the official answer to my question, a re- 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [10. 96 fee 


Imperial League, and who wished to par- 


=o a 
— 
ie: 

<a 


¥, 1920, :? 


CoNTROL OF DistTRi- 


Motion (by Sir JoserH Coox) pro- ; 


in effect, that — 


turned soldier, who was a lieutenant, and — 
























who is not a member of the League, sent 

me a letter pointing out that what I had 

suggested was plier correct. He 

veays— 

I saw the party in charge, and I put he him 
oo plain, straightforward question, namely, ‘Is 


soldiers in general, or is it sent up for the use 
_ of those who belong to the Returned Soldiers 
Sud _ League only??? He replied, ‘‘It was sent up 
_ for the League members only,” and also that the 
League had placed £1,000 down for the mono- 

: poly, and, furthermore, he was acting under in- 
“structions from the League, and only Baik: 
200 the League could be first served, 


: League members were served there was nothing 
a. left over. Or, in other words, you had to be- 
. come a member of the League or go without. 
I have also received word from an ex- 
sergeant who made application at the 


~. Office of the Returned Sailors and Sol- 
_ diers Imperial League, and who received 
the same answer. I now ask that fur- 
ther inquiries be made in order to ascer- 
tain whether all our returned men are get- 
ting a fair deal. I bring the matter for- 
ward solely to clear it up, and honorable 
- members. will understand that I have no 


eee men which 1 is not co 





a9 feeling in tthe position at all, I may say 
that in my district there is’ ‘a league of — 
nnected with © 
Soldiers im. 


his cloth issued for the benefit of returned 





F aievnod. pee. 








ae ‘ ey and that it is its members 


who have complained to me. ha 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (Nort 
Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
{10.28].—I am greatly surprised to learn © 
the particulars brought forward by the 
honorable member... The information 
which I gave in reply to his original 
question was Supplied through oificial — 
channels, and I was bound to accept ib as 
correct. T will make further inquiry 

Sir JosEPH CooE, —And if they have 
sold you another “ pup” ? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —Then 
they will hear from me. Obviously, there — 
must be something in this complaint. I 
shall institute strict and immediate in- 
vestigation to see where the trouble lies. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

' House adjourned at 10.30 p.m. 





Senate. 
Friday, 30 July, 1920. 


The Pasian (Senator the Hon, T. 


Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m., and 
read prayers. 
WOOL POOL. “i 
SALE to CoLONIAL COMBING AND SPINNING — 
CoMPANY. 


Senator GUTHRIE.—I ask the Leader | 
of the Government in the Senate if he 


will lay on the table the contract for the 


same time politely intimating that when the ~ 


one 


same place, namely, at the Newcastle | 





sale of 10,600. bales of wool to the Colonial 
Combing and Spinning Company, of Syd- 
ney, and’ also the report of the Central 
Wool Committee upon the contract. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—TI scarcely 


‘know what the honjorable senator’s re- 


quest is, unless it be that certain papers 
should be laid on the table of the Senate. - 
I am under the impression {hat the papers 
to which he refers have been made avail- 
able to Parliament, but if the honorable 
senator will repeat his question on Wed- . 
nesday next, I shall in the meantime 
place myself in a position to give a de-— 
finite answer to his inquiry. } 


PAPUA BILL. 


Bill (on motion by Senator E. D. + 
MiLLEN) read a third time. Peres 






























pal The motion pay derdioe E 
“Mn za) read a third time. | i 


INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND | 
INDUSTRY BILL. - 


Bill received from House of Resr 
tatives, and (on motion by Senator E. D. 
| Mrruzy) read a first time. 


UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES BILL. 
SECOND ReaDInc. _ 


“Senator E. D. MILLEN: (New. South 
Oras Cia for (oan ges hee Pk 
—I move— 

That this Bill be now read a second fan, 


I cannot recollect a Bill coming oe 
this Chamber since its creation which, 

seems to me, required less in the way of 
- argument to support it than does this 
measure. Ib is simply a Bill which, if it 
becomes operative, will insure to this 
Parliament. absolute freedom. It will 
insure the right..of honorable sena- 
tors to access to this building, and 
the greater freedom still for this Parlia- 
ment to carry on its deliberations without 
"being influenced, or, it may be, intimi- 





Oe) aatly gathering of an assemblage within 
oe ‘the precincts of Parliament House. 


The Commonwealth Parliament, . in 


taking this step to protect itself and in- 


sure its perfect freedom in earrying out 
ats functions, will not be at all: singular. 
I think I am safe in saying that, in one 
form or another, all Parliaments secure 
for themselves the freedom to whieh I 
_ have referred. It seems to me that it was 
_ @ Mere oversight, on the creation of the 
_ Federal Parliament, that a Bill of this 
character was not, then placed on the 
 statute-book of the Commenwealth. 
When as a result of an arrangement, with 
fhe State Parliament of Victoria this 
“building was made available. for meetings 
_. of the Federal Parliament, that protec- 
tion which previously existed and was 
thrown, around this building as the result 
of such an Act, was removed from these 
premises and transferred to the. building 
- mow occupied by the Victorian Parlia- 
‘ment, leiving the Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment oe ey that protection which ex- 
se perience has shown to be necessary -where- 
ever parliamentary government exists. 
Probably in the rush of more impo! 
_ matters at that time the gap thus cre 
‘was not pilots pul sie Teistation 















measure is drawing toa close, and 


_we should, proceed to obtain the ne 


dated, and possibly even interrupted, by : 


thing serious had occurred 


men who asst 





to Parliament. ‘The ee 
able senators will recognise, as 
vernment do, that as the War Pre 
Act ceases to opere 


authority and power by ordinary legi! 
tive procedure. Parliament is 
asked in that way to secure to its delibe: 
tions that freedom, and it may be x 
protection which ab present we ss ite 
side the powers of the War te 


ae 


cently. but a few cous ago. 
is no exaggeration to say that the de 
strations vee pene pe i nutes 





ate to. arouse ‘public Ohio 
were demonstrations BoE to. 


obvious bakers extended te h A 
members of this Rcd ln ae nc 








a, om grave pel when 1 E 
Re datite a measure oa Batted te 2 : 


pond ne lakes ner . a is 
the . leadership . and ‘stimulus 
presence of = Bh men, uh = 
out of ee pe 


for ‘as presence vor sothinl p 
is safe to say that it woul 
stopped there, and might, A 
invaded the legislative. chambers 
building. Fortunately those 
passed off without any 
desiré to say that i in my, 


AL 


bility would have rested wi! 





; eae ons; eave) shade’ 

- who were encouraged by their oe 
‘This is an extremely modest measure, 
and provides only what is necessary to 
meet the circumstances of the case. I ask 
honorable senators for the moment to set 
aside the purpose of the recent demonstra- 
tion of a night or two ago, which had 
reference to the deportation of Father 
: eee, and regard only the demonstration 
itself. It would have been equally objec- 
tionable if it had had to do with any 
L : other! ‘matter. There should be no free- 
dom for a demonstration to gather on 
_ the very steps of. Parliament House. 
EY | Whilst I am asking honorable senators to 


- recent demonstration, I do direct attention 
_ to the fact that it“was a distinct and open 
flouting of authority. The handbills cir- 
~ eulated calling the meeting together con- 
tained amongst other announcements this 
’ very extraordinary. statement— — Ne 
Returned Australian soldiers will form a 
_ bodyguard for speakers. 

_A bodyguard against whom? If the in- 
tention were to’ protect. the speakers 
from some one, 
been to protect them from the repre- 
entativés of lawful authority. I  sub- 
it that that was a distinct call to dis- 
rder. It was a call for citizens to gather 
here, it may have been with a bond fide 
ief in the justice of the views they 

























disorder, and for people to place them- 
selves i in open and direct conflict with the 
law. In view of that, the Government 
took the only action which it could take 
by the assertion of thé powers it then had 
ae prevent the gathermg from assuming 
_ any more serious aspect than it did. 
The Senate is now asked, not for the 
protection of the Government, but. for 


. eertain penalties if such meetings are 
AR held. There can be no. question that 
fe _ these meetings held in the vicinity of 
_ Parliament House are for the purpose of 
Influencing or overawing Parliament. 


_ There could be no objection to such meet- 


_ Ings, if they were otherwise unobjection- 








: dred and one places available to those re- 
sponsible for them. But. it 1 





ignore for the moment the purpose of the 


numbers 


it could only have 


eld, but it was nevertheless an appeal to. 


the protection of this Parliament, to 
embody in definite Statute form a prohi- 
bition against the holding of such meet-. 
ings, and provision for the imposition of 


able, being held at any one of the hun-— 


quite clear , 
at that would not .serve: the purpose _ 
oimesontes | 


such demonstrations here, 


ference to it. By means of this Bill Pax-- 


hament will be afforded an opportunity of 
stating that that shall be regarded as 
an offence, and provision will be made ha 
for the punishment of those who wilfully | 


break the law. 


I said just. now that this is a ee : th 
and I repeat that statement. 
Parliament is asked to prohibit the hold- 


measure, 


ing of such demonstrations within the 





Theda! is only one icc in. ae fom ae 
and it is too 
obvious. for me to make any further re 


oe 


smallest possible area) which may be 


effective for the purpose. Under the War 
Precautions regulations a larger area was 


covered, and this Bill places an embargo. 


only on that area. which is coterminous. © 
Yy 


this bleck of buildings. That is the area 
in which meetings of the kind referred to 
are to be prohibited. 
senators to realize that in the matter of 
we are granting reasonable 
limitations, as the number of persons al- 


- lowed to meet has been fixed at twenty. In 


(Jueensland it is three. That State does 
manage somehow or other to give us a lead 
at times. I am not asking the Senate to be 


with the streets immediately surrounding — 


IT ask honorable _ : 


so extreme as the State of Queensland, as 


our number has been fixed at twenty. 
I have referred to the Victorian legisla- 
tion, but at the moment I have not before 


limit. 


Parliaments the number varies from ten 


to fifty—ten in the ease of people sub-— 


mitting a petition and fifty for an ordi- 
nary gathering in the streets. I think it 
will be generally agreed that the number 


of twenty is quite within the limits of | 
reason. 


I feel it is not necessary for me 
to stress the importance and necessity of 
a measure of this character, |.ecause it is 


within the knowledge of honorable sena- 


tors that certain happenings which 


have occurred quite recently are stronger 
arguments than any I could hope to shape 


into words. 
Some honorable senators may junbiae 


“me the number which it has fixed as‘a, — 
There is a similar prohibition in 
New South Wales, and in the Mother of — __ 


our authority under the Constitution to 


legislate in this manner; but I think it 
will be apparent to every one that there 
is within an assembly of this kind an in- 


herent power to see that the work, in- : 


trusted to it by the Reouontansi is carried 


ie 








fess Mae eh thats 
our legal advisers in the 


section of the Constitution which gives us 


power to legislate on certain matters we 


are also given the right to legislate on all 
those matters that are deemed necessary, 
independently of those which are speci- 


_ fically referred to, which necessarily in- 


elude legislation for the good order and 
gevernment of the country. Unless we 
ean legislate freely and without intimi- 
dation, it must be apparent that the 
whole Constitution must break down. 
The Crown Law officers are emphatic 
that we have the power, both stated and 
implied, under the Eye to legis- 
late in this direction. 


Senator THOMAS (New Soith Wales) 


: {11.18].—I do not wish to unnecessarily 
delay the passage of this measure, but I 


would like to know why the Minister for 


- Repatriation (Senator Millen) is anxious 


‘to proceed to-day. 


Senator E. D. Mit.en.—I would like 


| ae the Bill to pass, because at present we are 
acting only under a War Precautions re- 
_ gulation, and honorable senators will, I 


think, admit that it is Heer alle to ae 


a » special measure. 


Senator THOMAS.—I am in perfect 
sympathy with the principle embodied in 


the Bill, as I do not think any Parliament 


_ the same force as our other laws. 





should be in the position of being in any 
way intimidated by outside authority. I 


was in doubt as to whether we had power 


under the Constitution to legislate in this 


- manner, but, in view of the statement of 


the Minister for Repatriation, which has 
been based on the advice of the Crown 
Law officers, that difficulty does not now 
exist. Although I believe we are legis- 
lating in the right direction, I would like 


_ to know what power the Government con- 
sider they possess to enforce the law when 


it is on our statute-book. It is apparent 


that the Government must have some 
force behind an Act of Parliament to 


enable ‘the legislation to become effective, 
and unless we have that what is the “use 
of it? 

Senator E. D. Nica. ee ah have 


rh 


Senator THOMAS.—I take it hen 


that the Commonwealth will need to have 
K a8 police ois to ae, out its Jaws. sane 





ee at 
Crowr Law 
Department are quite clear that in the 








have no right to be consinvally eel 


change. » 































ioten te 5 ae 
Senator Fort. _We have a Co mm n- 
wealth Police poe : | * 


numbers must Be very fan abn 
sence of our own Se we: wi 


ae been ready and ee ‘to P. 
men At our disposal when needed. — 
Senator E. D. Mitren—That 
Senator THOMAS —The - 





far, ti suppose, because a 
been in, sympathy to s te: 
with the actions of the Federal Gover 
ment. They have always been read 

render such assistance as was requir 


but we have to realize that the tim 


om, « oy 
fhe" BSN 7h arguments that. ean be used 
in favour of moving the Seat tov ee 


ee 


where we could have our own “poli ce 
protect us. | 
Senator Duncan. —And Der ava: 
the savages. 
Senator THOMAS. ay would 
that. re 
Senator Witson.—_We might b 
savages ourselves. ( 
Senator THOMAS The is unl 
The fact that these demonstrations 
held outside - Pid eis. and tha 


It j is quite hel mF on 
future occasion a hostile demo1 
against the Federal Parliament mi 
outside this building, and when’ 
torian Government of the day m 
in sympathy with its objects, in- 
case we could not expect much 
ma the ping for Repa 







ne 


eas a Men it is proposed te) move to 


Rig 


- berrfa. ~ hal 
Senator Wirson. —Why leave a ne 
| home? — 

i Senator THOMAS.—Why not go to 


- our own home, where we could have every 





comfort, and where thére would be no 


need for legislation of this character? 
Senator E. D. Mirren.—The honor- 
_. able senator must admit that there is an 
Obvious attempt being made by some to, 
_ side-step the provisions of the Constitu- 
; i nee 
; ‘Senator THOMAS-= 
a e ees | in Victoria that are keen on a 
ied aoe a contract. og 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon: 
ae 7 Givens). — Order! Phe 
; member i is not discussing the Bill. 



















lating at Canberra it is unlikely that hos- 
tile demonstrations similar to those which 
have recently occurred would take place. 
_ I hope the Minister for Repatriation will 
state definitely the proposals of the Go- 













desirable that we should be legislating at 
the real Seat of* Government, and where 
we would be away from undesirable in- 


ani intend to support the Bill, but I do 
not want my support to be construed to 
mean that my action is intended to ia 
‘any way curtail that freedom of speech 
and action which has been fought for and 

won by the people of Australia. I do 
not want to place any. restriction on the 
' reasonable and gfree discussion of public 







the welfare of the people. I realize, how- 
" ever, that it is most essential that the 
Parliament of any country should be ab- 
 solutely immune from outside influence; 


and may have the opposite effect to that 


_ the Legislature who might be intimidated 
Dy hostile demonstrations outside concern- 
ing any action of theirs, and there may 
be some who would so resem an attempt 
st at browbeating that under certain cir- 
- eumstances they would adopt the opposite 
course to that which they would otherwise 
take. It must be apparent to everybody 







nae 


f / making jawe for the rn 





Jury, 1920,] 


honorable. 


- Senator THOMAS.—If we teed 


vernment regarding Canberra, as it is very | 


questions or on any matter which affects 


\' but this may really be a two-edged sword, — 


_ which is intended. There may be honor- 
able members in one branch or other of 


that a Legislature such as this, which is 
ne wy of a na-. 





 Acseniblies Bul. 


tion, should be absolutely free from any _ 
I must admit that I 
did not know that there was not a law ~ 
in our statute-book to prevent hostile de-_ 
monstrations in the viemity of this build- 


outside influence. 


ing, and I often wondered when organized 


demonstrations had been arranged by _ 
certain irresponsible people that more 


forcible means were not taken by — 
the Government to suppress them. 
This measure is somewhat belated. 


The area mentioned by the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator Millen) 
should be limited. I direct attention to 


the fact that in the Treasury Gardens, 


which is included within the boundaries 


indicated, there are suitable places in 
~ which public meetings could be held with- 


out interfering with Parliament in any 
way. Demonstrations held in the Trea- 
sury Gardens,*for instance, would not in- 
terfere with the work of this Parliament 
any more than if they were held on the 
Yarra bank, and we should not do any- 
thing to interfere with the free discussion 
of questions of public interest. 
as honorable senators will see, follows 
Spring-street to Wellington-parade, along 
Wellington-parade’ to the thoroughfare 


_ which divides the Treasury and Fitzroy 


Gardens, thence along to Albert-street and 
back to Spring-str ect. 


Senator Srntor.—There is plenty of 


room outside. 


Senator Henprrson.—Not. to ‘Albert! ny 


street, but to Gipps-street. 


‘Senator KARLE.—That is so. In my 


opinion, it is desirable that the Treasury — 


Gardens should be omitted from the pro- 
hibited area. I fail to see that a public 


meeting there would in any way inter- 


fere with the work of -this Parliament. 
I should like the Minister to consider 
my suggestion, with a view to making the 


southern boundary of the prohibited area 


that street which runs past the Govern- 
ment buildings. Another point which is 


worthy of consideration is whether it is 


not advisable that we should delete the 
words»in clause 3 of the Bill “for any 
unlawful purpose.” What right has any 


3125 


The area, 


body of people to hold meetings adjacent 


to Parliament House? 
Senator’ DraKxn-BrockMAN. 


4 Suh. 


clause 2 of that clause defines an unlaw- | 


ful gathering. 


Senator EARLE —If the Bill affirms 
that meetings shall not be held within a 
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eae area es is no necessity F< 
us to describe any ae as “unlaw 
Lae een, 


‘Senator ‘Fosrer. — SHA that a 
meeting were called to discuss a matter 


of national importance, in what more ap- 
propriate place could it be held than in 
the vicinity of the parliamentary build- 
ings? 
| ‘Senator EARLE.—In that case there 
would be no interference 
have many laws upon our. statute-book 
which upon certain occasions are not en- 
forced. But they may be enforced when 
} en a eae 

‘Senator Wirson. Under this Bill, all 
‘mectings would be “unlawful” if they 
were held within the prohibited area. ~ 
Senator EARLE.—They might not be. 


The question would then arise.as to what. 


was the correct interpretation of an “ un- 


lawful” assemblage. These are the two 


questions to which I desire to direct’ the 


_ attention of the Minister. The main 


principle of the Bill has my hearty sup 


‘port... 
Senator SENIOR (South Rastvale) 
neds 33|.—The introduction of this mea- 
“sure irresistibly reminds us of the earlier 
stony of the life of Parliaments gene- 
rally. Honorable senators will doubtless 
-reeall with considerable interest how fre- 
quently the Mother of Parliaments has 
been approached in much the same way 
as‘this Parliament has recently been ap- 
proached. 
Reform bill, the British House of Com- 


“mons was frequently approached by im- 


mense numbers of persons who desired 


_ to support. petitions which had been pre-— 


sented to it. To-day such an act would 
‘be regarded as an attempt to overawe 
Parliament. (Whilst, therefore, 


this Bill, we need to be extremely careful 
lest we ‘preclude the people who really 
make our Parliaments from freely ex- 
pressing their opinions upon public mat- 
ters other than through the medium of 
eold type. There may be occasions upon 
which more than twenty persons may de- 
sire to wait as a deputation upon a ape: 


_ sponsible Minister in Parliament in re-— 


gard to some matter of public interest. 
This Bill may prevent them doing that, 





a bE aaailly if it be unsympathetically — lait. 


ministered. Honorable senators should 
recollect that, we are ist ai a Jogiskataon 


¥ 
AL ee 






oy may “arise upon which hia 


with it. We. 


should be free to conduct me del 


“will be in power, ed eee we 


In the early days, before the 


| 2 ate” 
th perfectly in accord with the purpose of 






































iy fee today, 





prove a barrier to the: pis 
own desires. 


proaghel the Bete Foal ‘of Ga 
Indeed, all kinds of methods have 
adopted. in eddie elena that 


as eadegie objectionable. 

think that any gatherings, | i 
those which we have wiles out r 
this Parliament during recent years, 
ee to have’ Pier cffect be! a. 





ence one in sree favour, 


with absolute freedom from coe 
attempts at intimidation. 
time, we ought not to close pen 
of access to it except the medium of col 
type. I can Marsch that. the time e 


found pleading for that measu: 
liberty which, as British subjects, we 
have so long enjoyed. It is a dangerous 
thing to limit liberty merely becai Se 
sometimes degenerates into licence ow 
need, therefore, to be very cautious, ° 
we defeat the very object that w 
seeking to attain. I had not th 

slightest sympathy with the demonstra- 
tions which have recently taken pla 
outside of this Parliament. — But I 
jealous of the liberties which we en 
as the result of the hard fights - 
by our forefathers. Another pot 
is worthy of. cghsiderattan 36,4 
Bill, Ae 3 ree Poe ro. 





sures with whisk denies 4 
familiar. 1 seems to me i 


ene Ae ty dit eae Olde | te 
“but 3 it beat be” “gone” to 


persons a ies ee prohibited a a. ve 

Senator Henprrson.—Not necessaril 
within the boundaries. defin 
Senator SENTOR. —I ha 









at which more than yoni persons 
been present. : 

Senator Hxznprrson.—This Bill. will 
not affect them. 

‘Senator SENIOR.—iIt is not unlaw- 
| ful assemblages that I desire to foster, 
but, at the same time, I do not wish to 
: hamper lawful gatherings by imposing 
upon them restrictions of too arbitrary a 
. eharacter. 

Senator Witson,. But in the -case of a 
~ meeting which was called for a legitimate 






































ce 


eise their powers under this Bill. | 
Senator SENIOR.—Surely my honor- 
able friend does not desire to pass a 
_ measure which will be more honoured in 
the breach than in the observance. Who 
is to be the judge of whether a meeting 
Mate lawful or unlawful? From the point 
- of view of the Minister it may be an 
“unlawful one, whilst from the point of 
view of the populaee, who wish to ap- 
proach him, it may be a Poe Ly lawful 
one. ay 

‘Senator Pannen. ae honorable 
senator wants the Bill, but does not. want 
its provisions. 

Senator SENIOR. — My honsats 
riend is not sastified. in drawing that 
conclusion. JI want demonstrations of 


side of this building to cease. They are 
futile, and worse than futile. - But,. im 
our endeavour to suppress them, I do not 
want to deprive the people of that mea- 
sure of liberty which, as British sub ieee, 
they have hitherto enjoyed. | ae 
Senator E. D. Mitren.—Nowhere, ex- 
cept in this city, have the. people the 


ee it, to gather round the steps of Parlia- 
ay ment itself for the purpose of, making” a 
demonstration. 
'. Senator SENIOR.—On. fiat point q 
am in accord with the Minister, but he 
ds now defining a much natrower limit 
Fie than the Bill does. Looking through the 
 erevice that the Minister is looking 
_ through, I see exactly the ‘same _ per- 
spective as he does, but looking through 





took. 
‘ Senator ‘Fosrer.—Is it ‘hot ian ns 
Um "Minister to indicate first whether he 
will receive a deputation or not ? 
: Bays” he will, all right, b t, if not, does 
iat not: ‘immediately become 
. se if it forces itself 





neue purpose the Government would not exer- 


the kind we have recently witnessed out-_ 


‘hiberty, ” as the honorable senator calls — 


the: Bill I find it has a = wider oe 


Tf he 


gla 


See aee SENIOR. LANA Fe i eae de- 


finition were understood, even although A 


not included, in this Bill, I would be m 


agreement: with the honorable senator. Ea 


simply call attention to the fact that, a 


sometimes in our moments of: haste, we — 
we have a ahidog 


do that which afterwards 
undo, and to undo things we have done 


so short a period before makes it seem is 
A 
agreement with the design of the Bill to | 
suppress unlawful assemblies in the imme-  ~ 
diate vicinity of this building, » and for se 
that reason I shall support it, but it must — 


that our work is imperfect. I am 


not be overlooked that, whil st we provide — 
penalties, we have ta depend upon others 
to enforce them. ecg 

Senator, HarLe.—The Judiciary law of!) 
Victoria provides for carrying out Com- Ae 
monwealth law. iG 

Senator SENIOR.—I shall be glad if 
the honorable senator will draw my at-— 
tention to the particular Act which makes 
that provision. 


Senator pE Lararr.—What aut oreae a 


otherwise have we to get the police up 
here on any night on which they are re- 
quired ? 

Senator SENIOR.—I took that to be 
an act of grace on the part of the Vic- 
torian Government, and not as due to 
any authority of this Parliament at all. 

Senator. Harte.—All our laws would 
be useless without some such provision 


‘as J have referred to in the Judiciary | 


Act of Victoria. ae 
Senator SENIOR.—I have only the — 
honorable senator’s assurance that that 


provision exists, and am, therefore, justi- o 
fied in calling attention to what seems 
to be a weakness in the Bull. 


I do not wish to impede the passage of. 


the Bill, because it is in some degree a | 
cessary, and I intend to. support the Go- ie 
vernment in it.’ ENT 


- Senator LYNCH (Western Australiay i 
(11.48].—It is. to be deplored that a 


measure of this kind is necessary, but, in — 
it is plain ~ 


view of recent happenings, 
that the business of this Parliament can- 


“not be conducted as it should be unless 


some such precaution as this is taken. — 
During my term in this Parliament I. 


have seen occasions when members of the 


outside, public have invaded the precincts \ 


of this building by forcing their way in, — 


and have sought in the most threaten- 


ing manner to frighten members into a 


sense of what they regarded as their 
public duty... I could understand that 











However, — 


ae necessary at one iba of. our . 


tory, when Parliament was anything b ma 
It was’ 


a true reflex of public opinion. 
necessary in those days for a Cromwell, 
so to speak, to appear and to dissolve a 
Parliament that did not deserve the 
name. But, living as we do in this pure 
Democracy, he suppose the last word in 
democracy, where the people at recur- 
ring periods have the opportunity to 
send men to Parliament to”. give 
legislative effect to their views, and 
where. those men have in turn to 
face the electors and render an account 
of their stewardship; living, I say, in a 
country and an age of that description, 
we can find no warrant, whatever, for 
the unseemly disturbances 1 that have 
been noticed in the neighbourhood of 
Federal Parliament House lately. It is 
to be specially deplored, as has been 
mentioned by the Minister for Repatria- 
tion: (Senatcr Millen), that members of 
this Parliament have by their presence 
and utterances aided and abetted those 
disturbances. I will go a step further, 
and say that a member of this Parlia- 
ment who acts in that way entirely mis- 
- eoneeives his position as a public man 

and his duty to the democracy of this 
country. My idea of a Democracy is 
that, no matter how ‘backward or re- 
. pellant or unpopular your individual 
view may be, you should have ample free- 
dom to express it on all occasions, pro- 
vided, of course, that to carry. 
effect would not disturb the social order 
or interfere with the laws of the country. 
- The modern idea of liberty seems to be 
that some men may take upon themselves 


to be keepers of other people’s consciences, - 


and unless your views coincide with 
theirs, the most effectual way they have 
of reasoning with you is to knock you on 
the head, or turn up in their numbers and 
try to compel you to share their views, 
and suffer the ey which they are al- 
Ways only too ready to inflict upon. you. 
‘Tt is a fell day ie any Democracy when 
developments of that character occur. It 
prompts one to recall the saying of the 
old philosopher Aristotle, that the bane 


a of Democracy was not the agents of privi- 


lege, nor the votaries of a privileged class, 

but the demagogues. J venture to say 

that there are some of that class in this 
Parliament to-day. a 

_ Senator Farrparrn.—Not in the Senate. 
Senator LYNCH.—TI shall not draw a 





bens Tegan tn vee 


| tinent. 


it into 


until they are authorized to expr 38 


to introduce and yee such a Bi 


| distinction between’ the two branches of 



































































soe order he va has bee See 


senuine upholders ana  Geten a 
democratic order. I would have 
sympathy with those people who ass 
outside this building if this Parliame 
presea a o city of Melba 


Ror epi in ‘the iene 
nity of Parliament to take it upon - 
selves to emulate the three tail 
Tooley-street is altogether unfair 
living further afield, who have j 
much right to make their feelings | 

ee can all recall more potas ci 


in he whom it wot tales ‘ive 
six weeks to reach the steps of this 
ment. As it is not ata 0s for: 


Living 3 
A uatealta or ae ee ee 
land. have .little or no ch 
come to this Parliament, 
hament is just as 
them as it is of the men who live 


face of Metouian’ sacecitnes 
claims to represent the people 
lia, it is about time for this Par) 
to draw the line. Let them stay 


views of the people of Australia. 
pay this Measure, although, hg co 


cae The mere fact that it 3 is 


1s Pods 


this Parl! ae 
that it. will be 









: ‘aes the attention of those ee will. op- 
pose it to the fact. that the Parliament 
is the creation of the people every three 
_-years, and that the people have the op- 


their 
_ through their representatives in Parlia- 
ment im an orderly and intelligent man- 
i 


4 
portunity of expressing views 


ner, While that priceless gift is in the 

possession of the people they need no such 

outlet for their feelings as has been 
_ availed of on the steps of this building 
in recent times. This Parliament is, or 
_ ought to be, a true reflex of public 
_ opinion, and, ‘therefore does not reqs to 
(pe overawed or stampeded. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
| Wiles Minister for Repatriation) [11.56]. 
_ —tI am not at all surprised, but am natu- 
_ rally pleased, to find this measure received 
so approvingly by this Chamber; but one 
or -two points have been raised ‘to which 
I take the liberty of referring in reply. 
Senator Thomas and later speakers said 
_ that we should have to rely upon the State 
_ police authorities to carry the Bill into 
effect. That is perfectly true; but it is 
rather late in the day to raise that point ; 
seeing that for nineteen years we have 
been passing laws with penalties, and have 
_ been dependent upon the State legal ma- 
chinery to give effect to each and every 
one of them, Senator Senior will recollect — 
many measures which he has helped to 
ass here, and which carry penalties, or 






















tached, although we were entirely © de- 
ba pendent upon the State police machinery 
for giving effect to them. Provision has 
‘been made to that effect in the Constitu- 
ee Eton... seg 5 of the Constitution Pa 
vides— 


Re This Act, and all laws made by the Parlia- 









A nes 


+ ment of the Commonwealth under the Consti-. 
’ tution, shall be binding on the Courts, Judges, 
ge bats and people of every State and of every part 
- of the Commonwealth, notwithstanding any- 
thing in the laws of any State; and the laws 
of the Commonwealth shall be in force on all 
: 


British ships, the Queen’s ships of war ex- 


i cepted, whose first port of clearance and whose. 


yt ot port of destination are in the Commonwealth. 


‘There is a general instruction to ‘the 
atone to observe our laws. | 
_ Section 120 is a little more definite— 


«@ 


ae Every ‘State shall. make Sead for the 
detention in its prisons of persons accused 
or convicted of offences against the laws of 
thes: the Commonwealth, and for the punishment of 

‘persons convicted of such offences, and the Par- 
liament of the Commonwealth may make laws 
to give effect to this provision. to 










make. statutory offences with penalties at. 


PN | 





These provisions, 


and the fact that we : : 
have for nineteen years been passing laws 


relying upon the State police mach:nery bo) 1), ; 


give effect to them, sufficiently meet the 


point raised by Senators Thomas 


and 
Senior, 


I was unable to follow or appreciate 
the logic of Senator Thomas when he 


referred to that happy place of abode ~ | 


—thé Federal Capital—which we are os 
He said he would es 


all longing to reach. 
support this measure the more readily if 


he had a definite assurance that we should — : A 


be going there shortly. 


It seems to me > 


that if we were going there shortly, the a 


fact might be used as an argument to 
prove that we could muddle along with- 


out this Bill; but, whether we stay here i 
a week, or a year, or ten vears, I claim 


that we want the same measure of: pro- 


tection as is enjoyed, so far as I know, by | 
am not. 


every other Parliament. I 
prepared to give the definite promise 
which 


proposals for the year the Government 
will indicate the course of action proposed 
to be taken to redeem the pledge aves 
under the Constitution itself. 


Senator Earle not improperly raised. 


the question as to whether this Bull 
“might be interpreted as an_ effort, 
on the part of the Government, to in- 
terfere with freedom of 


Senator Thomas seeks, except to — 
say that when introducing the financial. 


speech, Tee 


does nothing more than is done. by © 
many other Bills. It dces not seek — 
to prevent any man saying what he  _ 


likes. 


tain area of Parliament House. 


All that it declares is that a man » — 
shall not say these things within a cer- — 

Whether 
‘these people be haters of England’ or — 


lovers of Germany; whether they be hot- _ 


headed irresponsibles, or cold calculating 
politicians, they may say what they will, 


so far as this Bill is concerned, but they aK 


must not say it here. There is, in fact, 
no check except the ordinary laws of the 


country upon liberty of speech at all be- 
The 
Bill will not interfere with the right of — 
any people to agitate as much as they 
like, but what it does say, is that they  - 
shall not become a nuisance to this Par- ey 


yond the area defined in the Bill. 


liament. 


Another matter raised was the question’ 


I have — 


of our constitutional power. 
already dealt with that, but Senator 
Senior stressed the point, and I should 


like to draw \attention to the authority 
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given in the Constitution, 
which states— 


The Parliament shall, subject to this Const: 


tution, have power to make laws for the peace, 
order, and good government with respect to:— 


Then follows the thirty- eight matters in 


respect of which it is competent for ey 
Parliament to legislate and— 

(xxxix.) Matters incidental to the execution 

of any power vested by this Constitution in the 
Parliament or in either House thereof, or in 
the Government of the Commonwealth, jor in 
the Federal Judicature, or in any department 
or officer of the Commonwealth. 
I submit that the matter referred to in 
this Bill is clearly incidental to the execu- 
tion of a power vested in this legislation. 
Parliament must be entirely free to. dis- 
charge all the responsibilities intrusted 
to it On this point, the most definite 
assurance has been given by the Crown 
Law. officers. 

Senator Earle also raised the question 

of the area. If honorable senators have 
any doubt as to the wisdom. of the 
course adopted I suggest that they ex- 
amine the map which T have had prepared 
setting out the area within which the 
assemblies referred shall not be per- 
mitted. They will then see that having 
regard to convenience of boundary as well 
as “the purpose of the Bill, it would not 
have been possible to limit the area to 
any greater extent. It is a very c¢on- 
siderable reduction on the area protected 
by the War Precautions Act. One reason 
why it was not possible to curtail it fur- 
ther was that the street suggested by 
Senator Earle as a boundary, and which 
would have shut out the Fitzroy Gardens, 
is, IT understand, not a street or a pro- 
claimed thoroughfare at all. We have, 
therefore, taken the proclaimed thorough- 
fares around the buildings concerned. I 
‘submit, further, that even if 1t were pos- 
sible to exclude a few more yards than 
we have done, no very great hardship 
would be done, because the people who 
want to demonstrate have the whole of 
Victoria, and, indeed, the whole of the 
Commonwealth available to them, because 
we are making no great inroads upon 
those places at ‘which they usually demon- 
strate. 
Senate will assent to the measure. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. _ 

In Committee: oe 


Clauses I and 2 agreed to. 


7) Claake.°3 ( Prohibition 4 | unlawful Hi 


ee assemblies). 
. Disa E. D. “Mitten. © 


[SENATE.] 





section 51 of. 


a fine of £100, or six months’ imprisone a 


I feel sure, therefore, that the - 








ee Bill. 






























Senator FOSTER CrP asin patie) 2.7] ee 
—I notice tha’ the penalty prescribed is 


ment, or both. Is it not possible to allow 
a magistrate discretion to impose smaller 
fines for technical breaches of the Act? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New. ‘Sie 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [12.8]. 
—-I can quite understand the honorable 
seniatcr’s difficulty. No doubt he is un- 
aware that for converience the Federal 
Parhament, in an earlier measure, hai 
provided that the penalties mentioned aca 
any Act are to be regarded as the maxi- 
mum penalties, and, therefore, the magis- — 
trates may, at their discretion, impese 
lichter penalties for minor ‘offences. 

‘Clause agreed. to. 

Clauses 4 and 5 and title deren ba : 

Bill reported without Laide pate ‘Te 
port adopted. 

Standing 
pended. 

Bill read a third time. 








and Soesioml Orders eae 


ARBITRATION (PUBLIO SERVICE) 
BILL. / 


In, Committee (Consideration resuied, 
from 29th July, vide page 3074): I 
Clause 12— 


(1) The Arbitrator shall, eubiehe me 
provisions of this section, determine all mat- 
ters submitted to him relating to salaries, 


service. or employment of officers 
plovees of the Public Service. 

(2) Any organization shall be ential te 
submit to the Arbitrator by memorial any 
claim relating to the salaries, wages, rates’ 
of pay, or terms or conditions of service bic 
employment of members. of the organization. — 


(5) Uf any objection ‘is lodged, “aha As 
trator shall call a conference Beni ars of 
and following upon such conference shall, afte: 
hearing such. evidence (if any) in respect o: 
such matters as have not been agreed to at th 
eonference,-as the Arbitrator thinks necessary 
determine the claim.. 


‘ ‘ . iy ‘ it 


(7) The Commissioner, or the Minister o 
any Department of State affected by any de 
termination of the Arbitrator may submit to 
the Arbitrator an application ‘to ovary the’ 
determination wholly or in part. The Arbi 
trator shall forward a copy of the. applica 
tion to the organization affected by the appli-— 
eation, and to “the Minister of the Department — 
of State affected if the application to vary has” 
been made by the Commissioner, or to the 
Commissioner if the application to vary 2 ae 
been made by the Fogger’ of eas ESPs Bit 
affected 








en a Deli. Brower eed a ques- 
ion which is affected by this clause also, 
d I am afraid, in replying, I was under 
3 misapprehension. The honorable sena- 
geal asked whether it was ae what or- 


rator, and I drew date to the ae 
finition, clause. As that matter affects 
this clause also, I asketh leave to report 
“progress, so that, I might be fully informed 
on the point. The Crown Law officers 
advise as follows:— 




















The point has been raised as to whetton tie 
Bill covers persons employed on the Common- 
wealth Railways, in the Harness Factory, and 
ersons employed in connexion with shipbuild- 
ing operations carried on by the Common- 
wealth. “The Public Service” is defined as 
including “the Public Service of the Northern 
Yerritory and the Territory for the Seat of 
‘Government, and the service of any public in- 
stitution or authority of the Commonwealth,” 
and “all persons employed in any such. ser- 


a (Public Service) “Act 1911. : 
“In my opinion, the words “ Public institu- 
tion or author ity of the~ Commonwealth ” 
would include the Commonwealth Railway 


ship- -yards carried on by the * Conn b nares 
this ‘interpretation is correct, there is no 





ft 


oubt that the Bill covers the Persone), ‘re- 
ferred. to. 

- In regard to persons employed on Gotnkaae. 
wealth ‘Railways, there is another ground for 








olting aye they are covered AB the Bill. 
ree Neaacte. that the Avbitratun (Public ney 
vice) Act shall apply to the railway servants. 
\ ng 11 (5) of the Bill provides that any 
reference in any Act to the Arbitration (Pub- 
aN - lic Service) 
_ ference to the Bill. It is quite clear, therefore, 
that the Bill applies to the railway service. 
a Although the employees on the Common- 
«Wealth Railways and in the Harness Factory 








are entitled to form associations and to be- | 


come registered under the Arbitration (Public 








largely availed themselves of this right. 
_ parently, most of them prefer to belong to 
large associations such as _the Australian 
Workers’ Union, the Federated Engine-drivers’ 
hes and Firemen’s Union, and the ‘Saddlers’ Union, 
bo which are registered under the ordinary pro- 

visions of the Commonwealth ‘ neiliation and 

Arbitration Act. “5 si Bera 
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an mk < 
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“vice Hf ai whether under the Common- 
| wealth Public Service Act 1902-1918 or 
not . ‘This definition is. sete et the 


1911 Act shall be read as a re- 


Service) Act, I understand that they have not 
Ap-— 
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extent, misled the Committee. Towereny 

it is within the competence of the China t 
mittee to deal with this matter, which | 
affects the whole of the Bill. It is only — 
right that the Committee should know — 
that the Bill also covers those industries © 
carried on by the Commonwealth as part 
of the Commonwealth Service. Cas 

Senator Senior.—Will it also cover ‘the Ge 
Government Service in Papua or N ore Gere 
Island ? ae 

Senator PEARCE.—Not at present, a 
because they are not in the Public Ser- 
vice, but in the amending Public Service 
Bill to be introduced they will be in- 
cluded, and, therefore, will be affected ae 
by this Bill. Pos 

Senator Duncan.—As well as inet shee 
branches of the Public Service that are 
already covered by existing awards ob-— 
tained by outside organizations ? Cas 

Senator PEARCE.—Not all of them, aa 
Some are covered by awards obtained 
under the Arbitration (Public Service) 
Act, and some by awards obtained in fhe. 
Arbitration Court. 

Senator Drake-Brockman.—Then we do 
get the difficulties referred to by ‘Senator 
Duncan in regard to men in the Service 
belonging to large organizations outside. 


Senator PEARCE.-_My answer to that. 
is that we have had‘ experience . of the 





operation of ‘the existing law since 1911, 


and no difficulty has arisen which it was 
not easily possible to overcome. ge 
Senator Draxe-Brocxman.—That is be- Pte 
cause they all went to the one Court. ea 
Senator PHARCE.—No; they wene pea: 
differently to either Court. ee 
Senator Draxe-Brockman.__Under this . a 
Bill, they must go to the Court Drover en 
biy this measure. ae 
Senator PEARCE,—Not ioe ee: 
Some went to the general Court of Arbi- 
tration, and others to the Court estab- 
lished under the Arbitration (Public Ser- _ 
vice) Act, but the Commonwealth Govern-_ 
ment laid it down as a principle that, im 
the Public Service, they would obey Arbi- 
tration Court awards. If an organization 
obtained an award affecting the employees — 
in one of our Government factories in the 
general Court of Arbitration, the Govern- _ 
ment would obey that award. So far no in, 
practical difficulty has been experienced. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) a 
[12.17].—I direct attention to sub-clause 
5 of shen 12 hater which it 1 is Lainie . 
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_ ference, shall— u By 
Zatter hearing such evidence (if hom in re-— 
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that the Arbitrator, having galled at Bo 


spect of such matters as have not been agreed — 
to at the conference, as*the Arbitrator thinks 
necessary, determine the claim. 


It is apparent from this that the Ne 


__bitrator can exclude evidence which he 


“does not think necessary. This makes 


him the absolute judge of the evidence to 


be tendered. There must be evidence ten- 
dered by both sides, or there can be no 
trial. I think the sub-clause requires 
some modification, and the Arbitrator 
might be given the power toa exclude 
invelevant evidence. 

Senator DRakE- Brockman. 
not be a lawyer. 

Senator SENIOR.—That is so. 





He may 


Under 


\the* provision to which I take exception, 


y the 





to the case, 
tiie Arbitrator should have the power to ey. 
ie that he will not hear it. 


Arbitrator may exclude evidence 
which those presenting it may consider 
relevant and hee to inform his » 
‘mind. 

Senator Duncan.—It would he dan- 
‘perous to allow complainants to bring for- 


a ward whatever evidence they pleased, whe-. 
ther in the opinion of the Arbitrator, it 
c was relevant or not, 


Senator SENIOR.—My honorable 


, ae will see that, by parity of reason- 


ing, it is equally dangerous to give the 


Arbitrator power to exclude whatever 
evidence he pleases, . 
Senator Duncan.—I agree that it cuts 


both ways. 
Senator SENIOR.—With the general 


ii ae of the provision I agree, but I think 
it requires modification. 


Senator Duncan.—If either side did Hoe 
desire the settlement of a claim, they 


might submit all kinds of Seis in 
order to delay a settlement. a 
Senator SENIOR.—That is true; but 


unless the evidence presented. is irrelevant 
I do not think that” the 


Senator Duncan.—We must give some- 


one the power to decide “pe is relevant 


ByIdenice. 7)" 
Senator SENIOR.—We may very well | 


assume that the Arbitrator will not be a 
lawyer, and he may exclude evidence ab- 
 solutely necessary to prove the case of. 
either side. 

_ dence is being presented for the purpose 


Unless it is clear that evi- 











" of eee icaon, ms think | oe, Arbitrator : 






Defence (Senator Pearce) — 
any explanation - of this | ‘matter 
‘wish to express my belief tha 


- would confer. 


_ sent in-support of my case. 


with which he is called upon to dea 


_ power which the Arbitrator ; 






































athens a hin, Se 


evidence, which ought to be r 

is to arrive at a just decision. . ie 
Senator HENDERSON (Weste 

tralia) [12.22]—Before the Mi 


is a highly dangerous thing to 
Arbitrator the power which this | 


amount of experience. aoe Ar 
Com I have cond ea og Piiail: ( 


power say what evidence T re 
‘The . 
of course, had the power- to 8 | 
the evidence I did present should infl 
his judgment. The Arbitrator may 
have a personal knowledge of the m 


may be absolutely ignorant of tech 
ties associated with it, and without 
desire to act wrongfully, he may 

of his ignorance of the condi 1 
labour of those responsible for a pla 
exclude evidence which might 
pivot upon which the question 
should be gees ¥ pee : 































to as 


The Arbitratopi: > aoe 
evidence (if any) in respect of ‘such 
as have not been agreed to at the co fe 
Gee ee claim. 


a on wae upon ae a co 
ference does not arrive at an agt en 


Senator HENDERSON. —He 


io aa may deuiae: he is g 
power under sub-clause 5 to reject ce 
evidence. I consider that a dar 


_ possess. 


Senator PEARCE (Wenn 
—Minister for Defence) $12.27 
tors Senior and Henderson have > 
the question of the power of 
trator to hear such ype ad he thi 














Retin the SENIOR. ery > 


: - Senator PEARCE.—Who is to i he 
: . bk. of relevancy? Obviously, it must 
Ys be the Arbitrator, and that brings us back 
to the same position, The effect is the 
same whether the Arbitrator says, ‘‘ I do 
not think this evidence will assist. me, a 
-— therefore I do not propose to hear it,” 8 
TIT do not think this evidence is rele A, 
__and therefore I do not propose to hear it.’’ 
I direct attention to the fact that all 
fe ee Courts exercise this power, even where it 
is not conferred - upon them by Statute. 
_ A Judge may say, ‘‘I consider this evi- 
_ dence irrelevant,’’ and order counsel to 
desist from presenting it. : 
_ Senator Draxe-Brockman.—There 1 is no 
} provision for counsel here. 


Senator PEARCE.—No; but there will 
be an agent representing the organization, 
and another representing the Government. 
_ The provision will cut both ways. I am 
informed that already one case has 
_ oecurred in which the Government suffered 
_. in this connexion. The persons represent- 
ing the Government at the hearing of one 
_ case desired to bring before the Court the 
effect of a certain judgment upon the 
country at large in the matter of revenue 
and expenditure, and the Court. prevented 
him giving such evidence. The Judge 
said that that was a matter for Parlia- 
ment, and not for the Court to deal with. 
This power must be vested in some one. 
We must give the parties to the case the 
right to bring as much evidence, and evi- 
dence of any kind they please, before the 
Court, or we must make some one the 
judge of the evidence to be presented to 
the Arbitrator. Obviously we cannot 
* constitute the parties to a case the judges 
in such matters, and the discretion must 
"be left to the Arbitrator. To say that 
the Arbitrator would exclude evidence 
pertinent and relevant to a case is to not 
only say that he would be willing to make 
_ himself unpopular, but that he would 



















show himself quite unfitted for his posi- 
He has to seek re-appointment, 


-> tion. 
and it is not likely that he would do any 
such thing. He would, for his own assis- 
tance, naturally desire to hear any evi- 
dence that would be likely to aid 
him in coming, to a determination. 
He has already had these matters dis- 
cussed before him with the representatives 
of the two parties at the conference. 
_ They have covered the whole field, and 
‘ent shave come to an agreement on certain 
} points, and have failed to agr 













Service) Bill. 


On the latter, he proceeds to hear evi- 


dence, and he is to be the judge of what ca 


“Sigs 


Oe is to be submitted, and whether im 


the case is to be kept within reasonable — 
limitation, 
and an attempt made to prevent stone- 
walling, as it must be admitted that 
Parliament is not the only place in which — 
Some one must have the 


limits. There must be some 


that occurs. 
power to.exclude irrelevant evidence. 


Senator Tuomas.—Do I undorceand : 


that lawyers can be present if both sides : 


agree! Y 
Senator PEARCE.—That is not per- pe 


missible. 
Senator THomas.—lIf it were, 
go on for ever. 
Senator 


PEARCE.—When it is a 


it woud : 


question of going on indefinitely, I do not 
think it is lawyers alone who are to — 


blame. 


benefit of both parties; it is the 


I believe the provision is for the | 
best - 


means of arriving at a speedy settlement, : 


and prevents either party introducing 


extraneous matter. 

Senator Fostrer.—Do we understand 
that the Public Service Associaticn is 
quite satisfied with the Board of Man- 
agement without an Arbitrator ? 

Senator PEARCE.—I understand that 


the Association is not satisfied with a — 


Board alone, and that it desires to have 
the right to appeal from the Board to an 
Arbitration Court of some kind. I am 


not prepared to say whether it is satisfied 
with this particular Court. , 


Senator SENIOR (South 


as the Minister 
Pearce) points out, 
at the conference. 
Senator Prarce.—No, 
upon a conference. 
Senator SENIOR. 
states : 
shall, after hearing evidence ’’ 
Senator Prarce.—He figure 


Ber Nae 


but following . 


provision ha 
ollowing upon ‘such con erence ea 


Australia). : 
{12.32']—The evidence is restricted, not — 
for Defence (Senator 
at the finding, but — 


evidence — 


after the conference. What is the use 


of taking evidence on matters that have 
already been agreed upon at a con: ‘ 


feregice ? 


Senator SENIOR.—Take the ores 
narrowed down to the Po 5 


when it is 
that have been agreed upon. 
Senator PEARCE. —After a conference. 
Senator 
narrows the question down to what the 
two parties are agreed upon, 


The 


hours, and conditions of labour. 





SENIOR. — The Bane Gr ; 


and the 


whole question may turn upon the wages, 
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Arbitrator may have got them to consent 


to the hours of labour and ‘the wages 


they will receive, but he may not be ac- 


quainted with the conditions under which 
they labour. He may exclude that evi- 
dence because he does not see that it is 
necessary, and he is made the judge of 
whether it is necessary or not. One party 
to the case may be prevented from bring- 
ing forward certain evidence. 

Senator Prarcu.—kKvery one of the 
points will be raised in the plaint lodged 
by the association, and when the, piaint 
is lodged the Arbitrator has to arrive 
eta “decision on those points. He 
only hears evidence on the points in the 
plaint not agreed upon at the conference, 

Senator SENIOR.—The plaint may 
refer to rates of wages, hours, and condi- 
tions of labour. 
be determined at the conference, but 
when it ocmes to hearing evidence it is 
confined to the conditions under which 
the men labour. The Arbitrator may 
not be acquaintd with the nature of the 
work in which the men are engaged. 

senator Prarcr.—lIs it reasonable to 
assume that if he was not acquainted 
with the conditions, he would come to a 
determination without hearing evidence? 


Senator SENIOR.—It is not a question 


We are giving him the 


of assumption. 
exclude certain 


pewer to include. or 
evidence. 

Senator Duncan.—He would be very 
eareful, as it would ibe too good a job to 
lose. 

Senator .SENIOR.—If there is any 
strength in that argument which has 


been referred. to not only by Senator 


Dunean, but also by the Minister for De- 
fence, we have to assume that the Arbi- 
trator will have to make it his main busi- 
ness to look after the interests of those 
who will be in a position to re-appoint 
him, 

Senator Tsomas.—That was 
link in the Minister’s argument. 

Senator SENIOR.—It is a weak link 
on either side. Are we to believeethat 
the Arbitrator will hear all kinds of 
evidence because he is anxious to keep his 
job? Has the Minister for Defence a 
biased man in his mind? We must 
dismiss such a suggestion from our 
thoughts, and see that a man is ap- 
pointed who is prepared to act fairly. 
No one, however perfect, is able to arbi- 
trate on all questions. We may have 


a weak 


[SENATE] 


Wages and hours may . 


‘job. 


to exclude evidence? 
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ae one , 
Brats <biae 
% : 

Ka 


an Arbitrator who § will recognise ¥ 
that the hours are excessive and the 
wages inadequate, on which ~ points . by 
the conference will agree, but the 
conditions under which the men labour ~  ' 
will still have to be settled. The ~ 
Arbitrator may be trained in such a. way 
as to be able to arbitrate in certain 
directions, but he may not be in a posi- 
tion to judge concerning the conditions — 
of labour as placed before him by the 
claimant organization. He may consider — 
that he is in a position to say that evidence — 
submitted is unnecessary, and under the 
powers conferred upon him will exclude a. 
a Hy 

Senator Earte.—Has at every Jade ua 
of the Supreme Court the power to a 
chide irrelevant evidence? meee 

Sénator SENIOR.—If we place that se ae 
power in the hands of a Judge, does it 
mean that we should give it to one who 
is not a Judge, or even a justice of the 
peace? Are we to give the Arbitrator 
power to say what evidence he will re  @ 
ceive and what he will not? He may = 
hear evidence from one side only? ee 

Senator Eartz.—How long would an ~~ 
Arbitrator last if he adopted such an ate Pipes 
titude? A ee 

Senator SENTIOR.—Again the question 
arises of allowing the man to keep his | 
When an Arbitrator has heard © 
evidence he hag a perfect right to say — 
that certain information submitted will ee 
be disallowed when he is coming to a (77 
decision. ds 

Senator J. D. Mitrmn.—He might only RS 
hear one case In seven years. 

Senator SENIOR.—That does not — 
matter. He has a perfect right to dissect 
the evidence and say what will be allowed 
when he is giving judgment. He has 
no right to “exclude evidence. which is hae 
important. “Hae 

Senator Earin—If he is to be given 
the right to ignore evidence, why not) — 
give him the right to exclude it? | : 

Senator SENIOR.—Would Senator 
Karle be in favour of giving the Arbi- ~~ 
trator power to say that he would not ~~ 
open the Court because he has the power © 
Both sides must — 
have the right to place their case as they i 
see it, and the Judge should lear evi- i 
dence from both, and then come to a ih a) 
decision. Ay an gi 











ee subm oy the Board, bas onl $b 
eee to ’ i : ; 


or FOLL. ma is not necessary to 

30, because this Bill gives any organi- 
ation the right to go over the head OF. 
a to the Agbitrator—not to _ap- 


A was ; under hen im- 
a n when the two Bills were brought 
before hie Senate that when the Arbi- 
: - “was appointed he was to deal 
el; vith appeals from the Board, but 
‘la e2 of. clause 12 states— is 

“ as i aie —- 
fhe A ation shall he entitle l to submit 


or cpaceteae ae service or. : enn ment 
of the organization. mee 


why have ma 


te 


Senator Foll. 


| time the 


- grievances. 


‘conditions ‘of onr public servants, and 


cid the necessity. of ey a ‘Boa 


conduct our Public Service, and refe: 


to the duties of the Board. it appe ni 


however, that the Laddate Boar bal: 


Jan ietion existe. in: any fetes 
partment the employees will not g 


the Board of Management appoint , 


the. Government referred | to by these 
Minister as the actual cp Oyo ae 


‘i the Arbitrator. 


Senator Rowsrn— 
practice? ‘ 
Senator FOLL, lt. is not a quest 
of the general practice. The appointm 
of a Board of ela a ae is oe abt 


What i is the gi ans al 


that is entirely new. 


an asiralat io deal eae with 
Public Service cases is also a new dep 
ture. °It is only reasonable that “the 
- Minister should agree to postpone the. con- 
sideration of blag clause in order that we 
may be afforded an opportumity to hae 
it more closely. 


Senator THOMAS (New Sottth: Wales) 
f12.47].—I am unable to agree with. the 
arguments which have been presented. by. 
Under this Bill we shal 
be following precisely the course that we 
hhave followed previously. At the presen 
Public Service Commissiont 
determines the salaries to. be paid to. 
officers, and also their hours of lalour- 
and working conditions, and until recent es 
years his decision upon these matters was 
absolutely final. Some years aga, how: 
ever, Parliament, in its wisdom, gave our 
public servants the richt to appeal to the 
Arbitration Court for a redress of their 
But they did not go to tha 
tribunal until’they had first endenyeuted 


to come to terms with the Public Servi 
~ Commissioner. 
be constituted under the Public Servic 


The Board proposed % 


Bill will do exactly what the Commissio Ms 
has done hitherto. It will fix the. salaries | 
to be paid, and determine the work 
the latter are satisfied with its decisions oe 
so much the better. But'if they are n ot 
satisfied I have no doubt that. deputatior 
from their various associations will wa 
upon the Board in an endeavour to. tain 
concessions. ‘The Board may agree to. 


grant. those concessions, but on the other 
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Stee 


ie a ay mie aad may say, fed 
gone into the matter we cannot do mor 
than we have done.’’ Then the publi 

servants who feel aggrieved will approac 


the Arbitrator just as hitherto they hav pl 


| gone into the Arbitration Court. 
Senator Foti.—This clause does not soy 
that. 


‘Senator THOMAS. —Surely the civil 
servant is as intelligent as is the man 
- outside. 

_ Senator WiLson. Ate! may be too 
intelligent. 

Senator THOMAS.—It will cost the 


oy servants a certain amount of money 
to get their cases before the Arbitrator. © 
If they can get their grievances remedied 
by approaching the Board they will avoid 
that expenditure, and consequently it is 
only reasonable to assume that they will | 
adopt that course of action. The reason 
why our public servants have appealed — 
_ from the decision of the Public Service 
_ Commissioner to the Arbitration Court is 
_ because they have thought that the Com-- 
_ missioner was paying more regard to the 
“need for making the Departments pay 
than he was to the question of whether 
adequate salaries: were being paid to them, 
and whether ‘the conditions of their em- 
ployment were’ satisfactory. The Board 
of Management te be appointed may take 
- ap an exactly similar position. Person- 
ally, I shall be very glad if the Arbi- 
trator has nothing whatever to do. . This 
clause merely gives to the civil servants 
of the Commonwealth the same oppor- 
tunity of going before the Arbitrator as 
the miner has of going before the Arbitra- 
tion Court to-day. Before resorting to 
that step the miner naturally approaches 
either the mine manager or the board of 
directors and says to them, ‘‘ Cannot you 
‘give Ine an extra 1s. per day and less 
Pours of work q?? 
Senator J. D. -Mituzn. The honorable 
: senator has had no experience of miners. 
Senator THOMAS.—1I have had a little 
Cae of therh. In Broken Hill the 
miners have waited upon the Mine | 
_ Managers’ Association in an endeavour to 
come to terms, before going to the 
_ Arbitration Court. Indeed, I have 
a, alas ot of a case in which | a lg # of 
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Tete 





: es in a Seige se: oy 
: hee at an amicable aya oe 4 their 








Arbitrator will have to. decide wh 


‘do so. 


members of the proposed Board will ¢ 
any better than will one man. 






a under ee Bill, we are mer 






















se vines will A 


r 


ARoors of that . 
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Service. ee be Mh 
_ Poster. spss 


the Bowed: ae 
Senator [THOMAS aes i os 




































of Mansa before a: » 
Arbitrator. When he is approached, 


the claim put forward is just or othe 
wise. Suppose he says that the wage 
and the working conditions fixed by t 
Board are those which are Tet and ¢ 
able. . 
Senator Wison.—He can 
‘whole of those things. j 
Senator THOMAS. Bae the : 
must first fix the wages to be paid 
Senator J. D. Mirren.—The 
servants may get before the Arb: 
by means of a memorial a hae | 


Senator THOMAS. thie 
not deprive our public servants 
right to submit their cases to rb. 
trator. If they are foolish enough to go. 
to him direct, they will be at rfec 
liberty to do so. ‘ 

Sennen Pearce. —But othe 


ment will accept the conditions w ch ob 
tain at present. ye 

Senator THOMAS. eae It 
quite open to question whether the t¢ 


the Board there is ‘bound to be o 
who is abler than his colleagu 


he is appointed chairman, he will prs 
tically run the. Board. Con: q 



















re eit like that af Senor Thomas 
ound to be in opposition to a pro- 
ssive mind like my own. However, I~ 
el obliged to the honorable senator for 
having confirmed the view which I ex- 
} pressed yesterday in regard to the two 
_ Bills dealing with the Public Service that 
have already been submitted to us. “He 
has stated that, under the amending Pub- 
lie Service Bill, instead of having © one 
Public Service Commissioner, we are 





















scussing, etcad of eur aie servants 
af oing before the Arbitration Court in the 














ae Court | lexclusively. their own,  Conse- 
quently, all the promises made a the Go- 
_vernment: in respect of industrial ; Te- 
_form- | 

| Beto: Tromas.—That is a different 
J ag entirely. 
























> so anxious “to. bring forward a 
of industrial reform, surely 
an excellent opportunity 
y ‘so now. Only last nie 

he Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), 
other place, dealt with this very Hoe 
ion of industrial reform. He went to 
iderable trouble to show that the pre- 
system of arbitration was wrong. 
Yet in the two Public Service Bills which 
have been presented for the consideration 
of this Chamber: we are asked to adopt 
the same old system which the Prime 
[inister himself has condemned. If the 
new method of settling industrial dis- 
putes which he outlined last evening is an 
ideal one, the Government will be acting 
wisely if they introduce it into‘our Pub- 
: he Service. Surely they should put their 


is the houses of other people. 
_ Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [19.58]. 


le one who listened to the speech 


own house in order before dealing with 


Sok made by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
se ghes) in another place, I. can- 
admit that he condemned the 
principle of arbitration, as has been 
eoee by Senator Foll. What 
as honorable gentleman did 

3 th n system had. 

had te 



















an deeyelted: He: Sidinied out that it hee 
not proved a panacea for industrial 
strife, though it had achieved a vas 
amount of good. The Bill which we are 
now considering merely seeks to further 
the principle of conciliation without 
abandoning the principle of arbitration. 
‘The contention of honorable senators op- 
posite is that, without consulting either 
the responsible.officers of the Public Ser- 
vice or the Board of Management which 
is to be. appointed, the associations 
within the Service may appeal direct to 
the Arbitrator. It has been argued that 
the adoption .of such a course would in- 
jure the discipline of the Service. That 
may be so. But would not the objection — 
of honorable senators be met if sub-clause ae 
2 of clause 12 were amended so as to 

make it read— es. 


















Any organization having failed to obtain 
satisfaction from the Commissioner 





Senator Forut.—This Bill with ee 
into operation before the proposed Board 
of Management for the Fubhe Service i 1s 


constituted. + ne 


Sitting suspended from 1 to ae 


Senator HARLE.—It has been sug- ee 
gested to me by Senator Elliott- that the 
insertion of the words “ having a dispute — 
with the Commissioner,’’ after the woe! : 
‘“ organization,”’ would be more accept- 
able. I have no objection to substitute 
those words for those I put forward, as 
they will get over the difficulty in 
which some honorable senators seem 
to find themselves. They seem to 
think that the different organizations — ma 
within the Public Sit might ig- 
nore the Commissioner, the Board 
which is to be ap pbited: and go 
direct to the Arbitrator for the settle- 
ment of their grievances, and it is the 
general wish of the Committee that there | 
should. be an opportunity for organiza- 
tions to 




















obtain redress and. satisfaction © 
from the Commissioner, or the Board, be 
fore the interference of the Arbitrator is 
invoked. I move— ; 

That after the word “ organization io ait 


clause (2) the words, “ having a dispute peat 
the Commissioner ” be inserted. 


92 


Senator PEARCE (Western Aen in 
—Minister for Defence) [2.33].—The | 
words proposed by Senator Earle are urs 
plusage. The’ procedure is set down in 
cota cteren ferme in Me eae now 
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in operation, seetion 5 of which 
vides— 

An organization of employees in the Publi¢ 
Service of the Commonwealth, 
titled to submit to the Court by plaint any 
elaim relating to the salaries, wages, rates of 
pay, or terms or conditions of service or em- 
ployment of members of the organization, and 


pro- 


the Court shall thereupon have cognisance of © 


the claim as if it were an industrial dispute 
within the meaning of the Commonwealth Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-1911. 


Under this Bill, the very fact that the 


memorial is presented to the Arbitrator is 
an indication to him that the organiza- 
tion is dissatisfied with existing rates of 
pay and conditions of service. In every 
branch of the Service there are rates of 
pay and conjditions of service in existence. 
These things are not going to be origi- 
nated. The Board of Management, or 
the Commissioner, is the custodian of 
those existing rates and conditions, An 
organization may go to the Commissioner, 
and ask that certain changes be made. 
The Commissioner may do what it asks 
wholly or in part, or refuse to do it. If, 
when that decision is given, the organiza- 
‘tion is dissatisfied , it approaches the Arbi- 
trator by means of a memorial. The pro- 
cedure is already provided for. If the 
amendment now proposed is made, it will 
be necessary to include in the Bill a de- 
finition of ‘‘ dispute.’’ There is an in- 
terpretation of ‘‘ industrial dispute’? in 
the main Arbitration Act. | 
Senator Fort —At the present time, 
does an organization notify the head of 
its Department that it’ is filmg a plaint 
in the Court? | 
Senator PEARCE.—I am not aware 
whether that is done or not, but I think 
it is done as a matter of procedure. A 
number of law cases have arisen out of 
the definition of ‘‘industrial dispute,’’ 
and it is not desirable that we should com- 
plicate this legislation any more than is 
necessary. If the organization does not 
lodge . a memorial, it is to be assumed 
that it is satisfied with the pay and cont 
ditions offered. If it does lodge a me- 
morial, the Arbitrator must take notice 
of it, and follow the procedure laid down. 
I. ask the Committee not ta accept the 
amendment. 
Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [2.37]. 
_—I feel strongly that the words proposed 
by Senator Harle ought to be. inserted. 
The desire expressed in all quarters is to 
bring employers and employees together, 
| and not to hE aaa eis Phe amend. 


(SENATE. | 


before. the Commissioner, or Board, and 
shall be en- 


. is some misconception on the part of sine” 








































Service Bill. 


ment would insure to some extent that 
the Public Service employees would go 


submit a claim. It is desirable: to pro- 
vide that they shall not go to the Arbi- 
trator unless they fail ta get. salietacsy ai 
in that way first. Me 

Senator FOSTER (Tasmania) 2, 38qe. 
—There is a feeling amongst honorable 
senators that the public servants should — 
not go direct to the Arbitrator without — 
having first endeavoured to come to terms © 
with the Commissioner, or Board, by 
means of a round-table conference. | 
point was raised this morning that the : 
Arbitrator could only call a conference ” 
after an objection was raised; but there 





honorable senators on the question of 
whether a conference would be called on — 
all occasions before the Arbitrater pre-_ 
ceeded toptake evidenice, and practically 
set up an “Arbitration Court. An objee- 
tion can only be raised by the Minister 
or Commissioner, and in that event a 
round-table con fowen oe must first be _ 
called. Then, I take it, the opportunity 
would be given to the Minister, or Com- 
missioner, to put his views before the or-_ 
ganization affected. This would give an 
opportunity for an understanding to be 
arrived, at, which might obviate the neces- 
sity for any appeal to the Arbitrator. 
There is no need, so far as this sub-clause 
is concerned, to talk about having a dis-_ 
pute, because there would be no dispute 
if the claimant organization asked for 
certain things, and no objection was raised 
by the Minister ot Commissioner. If the 
latter objected that the claim went be- 
yond the means at the disposal of the 
Government, a round-table conference 
would first have to be called by the Arbi- 
trator before the matter went to him for 
settlement. For that reason, I ri 
agree to the amenidment. 

Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [2.41]. 
-—If sub-clause 2 is passed as it stands, - 
have not the slightest apprehension that 
public servants in any part of the Com- 
monwealth will at any time go straight 
to the Arbitrator. If they want an in+ 
crease in their payments, or an/ improv: 
ment in their conditions, they will do as 
they have done up to the present—make ob 
the application in the first’ instance to. is . 
those immediately in authority above 7 
them. That application will go to the : 
Commissioner, or Board, and it will only 
be when the public servants do. not, suc~ 
ceed in ia oie the Comte with, 










































to tue “antitisbor: “That: e 
edure and practice of to-day. Ib S 
An additional induce-— 
course in - the 
7 ‘is conieutnodid in the later pro- 
‘ on the Bill, that no costs 
id. ins, Sie vosgal with arbitra- 
1. be recoverable. | Senator 
as pointed out that public servants 
ot go to the Arbitration Court with- 
ou incurring costs and expenses, and 
do not think that in any circumstances 
esort will be had to the Arbitrator unless 
have failed to secure from the 
ities immediately over them what 
1ave asked for. For that reason 
roposed amendment is unnecessary. 
is also undesirable for the reason) given 
the Minister (Senator Pearce), that it 
: ecessitate the insertion of a defini- 
ae would 





we 
vO! 4: a ‘it will have to be defined. 

imant organization, may approach oe 
mimissioner with certain requests, and 
Commissioner may say, ‘‘ Those re- 
ss are reasonable enough, and I do 
ee their justice; but just at pre- 
n e Government are so pressed with 
ee tie matters that it is impossible 


‘able consideration.’ 
ation may then go’ to the Arbitrator, 
other side may urge, ‘‘ There is 


she justice of the “requests, but there are 


arbitration tribunal a place where we 


If the Arbitrator says ib is EY pang 
mn there is an end of it. ; 

a tor. KEATING. Then 
e of putting in these words? 


ate: 


ae 


a or EARLE oN a) 
1 re 
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pretation of the word ‘‘ dispute.”’ 


follows— 


o more than| promise early and favor- . 
‘The ‘claimant or-— 


lispute at all; we quite agree as to 


her circumstances which prevent us from 
sidering them favorably just at pre- 
2? Immediately we proceed to de-. 
i dispute or a state of disagreement, | 


we open up the possibility of making this — Board. 


shall not get. the ey ibe § which ™ _—-Minister for Defence) [2.50].—In order 


ae 1 REIS Ss any deen’ ote point to the procedure under section 50 


‘The : 


or ble senator has given ; an additional 
hy the amendment is ; superfluous. M 


A 


[2.45].— 
ason whe bi 
- to which ‘such officer belongs, or an. officer 


€ ; nominated by such chief officer and the repre-_ 
be » i penta ee of the’ ¢ co haonns to which such oiheer 


























bring Spout a naleone of any aiaees 
ment before an appeal is made to the 
Bye ate but hi cps from the ton 


Sealhies wil be ieee by | “this 
measure to ignore the Board and 
direct to the Arbitrator, and I have sug 
gested a means by which this course may 
be obviated without loading the Bill re 
any extent whatever. Senator Keating’s: 
argument has convinced me of the wis 
dom of excluding gentlemen of the legal 
profession from any of the proceedings 
before the Arbitrator, because, after all 
there cannot be any doubt as to the inter- 
A dis- 
pute must be a disagreement between two. 
persons. Sub-clause 2 with the in- 
clusion of my amendment, will read as 


Any organization having a dispute with ‘hel 


. Coranniweicaien shall be entitled to submit to © 


the Arbitrator by memorial, any claim relating | 
to the salaries, wages, rates of pay, or terms — y 
or conditions of service or employment of 
members of the organization. 

Organizations will have to show that they 
are dissatished with an attempt to bring — 
about an agreement, before they ap- 
proach the Arbitrator. The inclusion of 
the two or three words I have suge costed 
cannot possibly do any harm. 

Senator Kratine.—You might as well 
summon a man for an amount owing be: 
fore sending him an account. Na 

Senator EARLE.—That might. be 
done, but I do not think there will be an 
appeal by an organization to the Arbi- 
trator before negotiations for redress of 
grievances have been carried on with the 








Senator PEARCE (Western Aueuretg 


to clear away any doubt that might be in 
the minds of honorable senators, let me 


of the Public Service Act— 


“Any officer (except officers of the Parlin? 
ment) affected by any report or recommenda- 
tion made or action taken under this Act other 
than a report or recommendation made or 
‘action taken under sections 31, 46 to 49 in- | 
clusive, 65, 66, and 73 thereof may, in such — 
manner and within such time as may be pre- — 
scribed, appeal to a Board consisting of an 
inspector, the chief officer of the Department 








3 een elected under the areas ae 


“forms his duties. 


new appointments, 


officers of the division to which such offi 


belongs in the State in which such officer per- — 
‘he Board shall hear such — 
the evidence taken, to-_ 
gether with a recommendation thereon, to the 


appeal and transmr 


Commissioner, who shall etn ‘determine _ 
such appeal. A Fat ea ey eae : 


The Commissioner at present has Oe a 


to fix salaries and wages of the profes- 
sional and general divisions, to deal with . 
promotions, matters 
affecting length of service, vacancies, 
transfers, examinations, 


Public Service are represented. 
Amendment negatived. 
Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) | 


oe 55|.—So far as I can ascertain, the 
foe contains no provision for the Board 


r Minister to approach the Arbitrator 


eon for an alteration of any determina- 


tion. The whole structure of the clause is 


based upon the assumption that dissatis- 


A 


N 


My it should contain 


faction as to rates of pay and conditions 


ee of employment will exist only on the one 


side, namely, the employee. This js, 
_ strictly speaking, an Arbitration Bill, and 
some 
"facilitate approach to the Arbitrator by 
the Board as well as the organizations, 
because awards made 
_ prosperity or when conditions are abnor- 


mal, as at present, may be unwarranted 
on some future occasion when the cost of 
living shall have receded to the ie oe 


level. 
Senator ie Ly, eS = Tie 


the Arbitrator, and the organization, 
if dissatisfied, may then appeal to the 
_ Arbitrator. : 


‘Senator LYNCH. —There is seth cn 
Uae I notice that cases’ will originate 
_ by way of claim or memorial from em- 
Eee Now, any such memorial must 
_ be the outcome of a ca of deep oot 


a Dea ae ee experience teaches 
et phen: a favorable. bike’, leads to. ; oe 





and conditions 
generally, In regard to all these matters 
there is provision in the Public Service 
Act for appeal, not to the Commissioner, 
but to a Board upon which officers of the : 


Hiiinery to 


during a time of 


| Board 
ean take action direct without going to 



























lowed. { suggest that specia " provisio ts 
should be made to insure Se a 


to voice ae Fesings of the orga zation. 
age ee 
union ass to a set a ; official 


are ens to nee 
Senator THomas. 





of the union, ae weet their 
failing to atvend. ifs) meetings. | 


Senator poe —Quite $0. 


ae Pnedy for that state o 
[{ think that it is possible for 
vide in this Bill that before the 
tor is called upon to adjust a dispute 
should be. satisfied that the applicati 
made to him is genuine and is backed 
by the overwhelming majorit 
members of the organization 


the officials of the organizat 
inclined to propose, as an ament 
addition to sub- clause 2 of cla 

the words— nt; 


“companied by a certificate to ‘the effect 
two-thirds majority decision of the 
auob organization, at a seeret ballo 


should provide for a nN m jorit 
I favour, personally, requir 
thirds majority of the organizat 
cerned to be behind a memoria 
to the Arbitrator. The object of such 
amendment is, of course, to determine 
feeling in connexion with the ma 
_ dispute that animates theager a 
the workmen: concerned, pee 23 
































mnecessary in order to ae ee ex- 
istence. I do not say that this applies 
particularly to the officers of trade unions. 

Saal. not know that members of Parlia- 
ment are not sometimes ‘affected by the 
same virus. We may wish to surround 
ourselves with something beyond the mea- 
sure of dignity and importance to which 
our positions entitle us. It is not, I 
think, too much to say that some of the 
ee mouth-pieces of trade unions 








trouble in order to emphasize their own 
mportance. I do not say that this 
pphes to organizations in the Public 
Service, but we do know that 


too often a false conception of their 
duties and responsibilities. They seem 
to ‘think that they must be making 
an appeal here and there, and they are 


ay grievances when, as a matter of fact, 


“Senator Kisrive. —They find that 
keeping peace is too monotonous. 


Senator YN CH -—It is to ae ike 


| eS hink provision should be made to in- 
sure that the great body of the members 
f an organization should be behind a 








inder this Bill is moved to consider it. 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
Minister for Defence) [8.5|.—With re- 
gard to the first point raised by Senator 
Lynch as to the necessity of the Govern- 
ment represented by the Board otf 
anagement or the Public Service Com- 
“missioner, as the case may be, having 
the: right to. initiate a 


: fore the Arbitrator, I suggest. to the 


_ honorable senator that it is unneces- 
‘sary to make any provision in that 
regard. Under sections 19 and 20 of 


‘oat ES mba Public es Act, 


ic Service. The Government of the 
y ust approve that recommendation 
LE ject “it. 


ubmit a fresh schedule. If the Govern- 
nent approve of the recomme 





are given to the practice of stirring up 


ersons occupying such positions have 


inclined to make men believe that they 


omplaint before the Court to be set up’ 


plaint be-. 


ion eta ries, wages, and obapitions in the 


If they reject it the Public. 
Service Commissioner is called upon to 


endation the 
nditure popenstty to giv 2 it effect is, 








St 
ineluded in the annual apytamenine pre : 
sented to Parliament. So that the hono: 
able senator will see that the existing 
state of affairs has already received the _ 
approval of the Government and subse- 
‘quently of Parliament. There is, there- 
fore, no necessity to make provision for 
the Government or the Board of Manage- 
ment of the Public Service having the 
right to appeal against their own judg- 
ment. They have already given judg- 
ment. The existing state of affairs does 
exist because they have consented to it. 
An appeal by them to the Arbitrator is, 
therefore, unnecessary. But the em- 
ployees of the Public Service, on the 
other hand, have not had an opportunity 
to appeal, and it is the purpose of this 
Bill to give them that opportunity. They _ 
are the only persons for whom it is ne- ~ 
cessary to make provision for an appeal ey 
in this particular way. . ne 
Senator Erirorr.——How are the Go- _ 
vernment to reduce wages recommended _ 
by the Public Service. Commissioner or — 
the Board of Management? ie 
Senator PEARCE. —By calling upon — 
the Commissioner or the Board to submit — 
a schedule on a reduced scale. For in- | 
stance, if the Board of Management were 
in office and the Government found that 
it was necessary to reduce wages, they _ 
would inform the Board that there was 
only a certain! amount of money available 
for the payment of the Public Service dur 
ing the current year, and would ask them 
in submitting proposals for wages and 
salaries, to keep within the limits of the 
anieunt available. x 
Senator Kuatinc.—If the reduction. 
suggested affected an award .under this 
Bill the Government would have to Bog 
ceed under sub-clause 7 of clause 12. s 
Senator PEARCE.—I do not thing SOL) 
I think they would proceed under the 
Public Service Act, which lays down the 
way in which salaries, wages, and condi. 
tions may bei fixed or ‘altered. “ 
Senator Kratinc.—That is only in the 
absence of any arbitration award. 
~ Senator PEARCE.—I think that the 
is the way in which the Government would 
always proceed. ! 
Senator Kratine.—Not if we pass ‘this | 
Bill. fh 
Senator PEARCE.—TI think so. "Those is 
who might feel that they would be un- : 
justly treated by a reduction decided upon 
by the Government eae Reastine’ ks the 
Arties | PARP ata 
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3142 Arbitration (Public 

Senator Keratine.—The Minister 1s 
overlooking the fact that he is quoting 
legislation which was passed before any 
means of resorting to arbitration was pro- 
vided for the Public Service. i 

Senator PEARCE.—The Public Service 
Act is read along with the Arbitration 
(Public Service) Act and yet the Public 
Service Commissioner, as a matter of 
practice, has been submitting his pro- 
posals as to salaries, wages, and conditions 
of the Service every year. 

Senator Draxe-Brockman.—This mea- 
sure will alter that. 

Senator PEARCE.—The Arbitration 
(Public Service) Act has been in opera- 
tion since 1911, and contains exactly the 
same provision as a provision contained 
in this Bill, only expressed in different 
terms, and still the Public Service Com- 
missioner has annually presented his re- 
commendations as to salaries and wages. 

Senator Knatinc.—But his recommen- 
dations have-not conflicted with awards of 
the Arbitration Court. 

Senator PEARCH.—That is so; but I 
contend that if they did, and Parliament 
voted only sufficient money to cover his 
recommendation, an organization con- 
sidering itself unjustly treated would have 
to appeal to the Court aga:nst the recom- 
mendation. It is not necessary to provide 
‘that the Government should have the right 
to initiate proceedings befure the Arbi- 
trator. 

To prevent other than bond fide griev- 
ances being brought before the Arbitra- 
tor, Senator Lynch suggests the taking of 
a secret ballot by the organization con- 
cerned. Personally, I am very much in 
sympathy with the idea the honorable 
senator has expressed. JI believe that if 
machinery existed for the taking of a 
secret ballot under proper conditions, 
many cases that are now brought before 
‘the Courts would not come before them 
at all.- But I submit to Senator Lynch 
and the Committee that it is impossible 
by one sub-clause, such as the honorable 
senator proposes, to provide the necessary 
machinery for such procedure. I also sub- 
mit that it represents such a revolution in 
our arbitration policy that it should be 
embodied first of all in the general arbi- 
tration law of the country. pie 

Senator Lyncou.—If it 1s a good thing, 
can we not make a start with it here? 

‘Senator PEARCE.—I do not think that 
this is the right measure in which to make 
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the change, because this’ legislation is 
really only supplementary to the main — 
arbitration law of the country. As hon-— 
orable senators are aware, it, is the inten- _ 
tion of the Government to introduce a Bill — 
to amend the main Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration Act, and, personally, I hope that ~ 
some, machinery can be devised to — 
secure a true expression of the will of the 
persons concerned In any appeal to the — 
Arbitration Court. If that can be done, I 
see no reason why the same machinery 
should not be applied to the Public Ser- _ 
vice. The honorable senator’s proposal 
could not be given effect to by the simple 
amendment he suggests. | For instamce, 
who is to take the ballot? Upon what = 
conditions is it to be taken, and what 
guarantee will the Court have that it has 
been properly conducted, and that the 
members of the organization have actually — 
voted? The mere presentation of a cer- 
tifieate by. some person as t0 a) 
secret ballot will not be proof that a 
ballot has been taken. Much more elabo- 
rate machinery must be devised in order = 
to give effect to Senator Iuynch’s idea, 
While the object he has in view is a per- 
fectly good one, it is, I think, better that =~ 
we should wait until we have before us 
the measure for the amendment of the 
general arbitration law, and if that does 
not meet with Senator Lynch’s approval, 
he can endeavour to secure any amend- 
ment of it that he desires when it is under 
consideration, oi Mae 
Senator Duncan.—Does the Minister 
not think that if a memorial is presented 
for increased wages, the Court will be 
justified in assuming that the organization 
concerned is behind it? Rh VaR 
Senator PEARCE.—1I think that the 
virtue of Senator Lynch’s proposal will 
be found to be not that it will prevent 
plaints being submitted to the Court, but 
that it will prevent direct action or strikes. 
The adoption of the honorable senator's 
idea might have the effect of actually in- 
creasing the number of cases coming be- 
fore the Arbitration Court; but I believe 
that it would decrease the number of 
strikes and prevent the resort to direch 
action, ‘ eae 
Senator DUNCAN (New South Wales) : 
[3.14].—I direct attention to the fact that 
sub-clause 7 of the clause under considera- 
tion provides that— 4 an 
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The Commissioner or the Minister of am . 
Department of State affected by any deter- 
mination of the Arbitrator may submit to the 
Arbitrator an application to vary the deter- 
mination, wholly. or ino part.) aoe ae 





enabling an. organ‘zation 
' an Sain henge for wctilegt 


ca in part The tab clauses: 
£ ee | bik me to be: quite egies 


Ce a 
in other ards! 


I fate ail’ i assume, 
ed. period ; 


on. will not be subject to cartatele 
In this sub-clause the 


‘moment. 
s given to the Commissioner or the 
nister to lodge an application — for a 


1 of any award, either’ wholly or. 
_ but there is no provision whereby . 


in organization may, owing, perhaps, to 
Asal uel circumstances, seek a similar 


ton for the ‘benefit of its members. 
y it is up to us to give our ‘Public: 
ssociations an equal ‘opportunity 

ith the Commissioner or the Minister to 
in a variation of any determination. 
iaaeia aie or the Minister es 


ol aise ig ied ing pihoere he the Min 
or the Commissioner. 


has ‘oie made te: nn la noel 
desire to lodge an. objection to it? 4 
Senator PEARCE, —Does noty is, h 


Beran Sines 
cae a 


in sless: 


Senator he NCAN. 


en which will move "the: Aes 


the purpose of securing an Lysine 


of the conditions of its members. Buti 
a determination. is to cover a preseri 
period—even a period » of only twelve 
months—it may be found within tha 
time that the determination is not work 
ing in the way that it was expected to 
work, and the organization may therefore 


oe! to secure some small’ variation of 


it. But under this sub- clause there is no 


power given to it to approach the Arbi- 


trator and ask for such a variation. 
Senator J. D. Mitten.—Is. not ‘the 


— honorable senator’s point covered. Me the 


—An Coes = 
ler r sub- clauise e a 


cm aan 


i rane to. ‘ape 
ages, rates i pay, or terms or 
of service or cha ae of 


provisions of clause 14? : 
pcomie DUNCAN.—1I do not think: 80 
There is no power given under this sub- 


clause is make any application on behalf 


of an association, and I want to see tha 
power conferred “by i.e) Et the Ministe 
has power to lodge an objection to the 
granting of an application, the Public 
Service associations ought to have th 
right to apply for a variation of any “ 
herr aatiot: IT therefore move— tne 
That after the word “ State,” first oceurring 


4 in sub-clause (7) the words “or a organi 


eg ation ” be inserted. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Austral 


Se Minister for Defence) [3.22].—I am_ of 
ae opinion that under sub-clause 2 an organ 
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lear as oc 


Tt 


on clause 


ae os case. may he, me 
lng lodge any objecti 
ike to the fae ton of » 


: provision. the 
t to eo an objection, w 
ight ae 2 Be 


™ ization can apply for a variation of a 


be se if we inode mae 7 afler award. 


hare e State ” the words oe any the language which is employed in sub 


clause 8 of. this clause. 


I think that this 1s implied by 


sets out— 


The organization, and the Cistanaacanen! ot ih 


Minister, as the case may be, may, within the 
prescribed time, lodge any objections they see 
fit to make to the granting of the applicati 


cn sen if the Commissioner or 
| Minister had lodged 
there heoveul aS ‘T10” need oe cate eke < 


The sub- clause 


the isin 
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me Tear’ Ree ean ‘thio interes 
. ‘of the Minister and of the Commissione a 
uN always be identical? ) A 
Senator PEARCE.—They may not bee 
(Senator Keartve.—The Minister may whose ies are “ikele to be. 

‘ a applying for a variation of a deter- by it shall have the right to subi 
mination, ahd the Commissioner may be. dence and arguments on the matt 
‘objecting to any such variation. i Senator PEARCE (Western A 
Senator PEARCE, — However, I see — Minister for Defence) [3.30]. 
no objection to the insertion of the words one of the cases in which, if the ¢ 


‘proposed by Senator Duncan: gency referred to by Senator Senior 

- Amendment agreed to. | - -arise, the Department or the Mini ter 
Amendment (by Retgie PEARCE) Commissioner, or organization conce 
al agreed to . would apply for a variation of th 


Ut akihe end’ of Gubclause 7 tbe follow) We have provided machinery for that ix 
ing ‘words be inserted:—‘or to the Commis- ] 


sioner and the Minister of the Department mon ‘rule was Tikel in their mt ion 
affected by the application, if the application : Y jcc ene 
ie 30 vary has been made by the a wiceagah ne . ie hem De OY ae Neel 
2 operate the machinery provided i 


“f Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.25].— 12 in order to get before the A: a 
‘As. this is one of the most contentious: to show that the common ie sh uld 
clauses in the Bill, and as the majortiy apply to them. 
of honorable donators are anxiously Senator SENIOR (South Aaa ral: 
- awaiting an opportunity to peruse Mr. [3.31] ~The common rule woul 
-(McLachlan’s report upon the Public Ser- to be in operation before the Mi 
‘Vice, which is now in the hands of the argument would apply. — My 
‘Government Printer, I suggest that the bat when. the Arbitrator deel: 
‘Minister should consent to report pro- the common rule should apply, n 
‘gress. : it came Into operation, the or Zu 
‘Senator ee —I think that we should have the opportunity of sh 
should proceed with the consideration of why it should not apply to them 
cee the Bill. This clause may be Lone, follow the course indicated. by the 
wea aa if necessary. ae n 
: ' Clause, as amended, paced tose vey oe 
Clause 13 agreed to. ; 
_ Clause TAS: 


a) For the purposes of this Act, the aaa. 
trator shall have power as regards any claim 


’ My ) ; : ah 
or application of which he has cognisance The Minister’ is suggestion wo 
under this Act ~ mean finding more work for. he 


‘ ip i Cay ere * . fey) COL. tO a0; “Before an organiza 
(e) “ declare by any order that any term start another case, ‘its members 
of a determination shall, subject to have +0 suffer eo a considera 


such conditions exceptions, and 
limitations as are declared in the under the disadvantage of an a 


ah, order, be a common rule of the Pub- ing made into a common rule and aj 
lic Service or of any branch or part: to them.» 1, Rd 


et hens Bari ne Senator KEATING (Talc 
ed a ‘ 4. —Before the Arbitrator exercise 
i De intor SENIOR (South dette) jurisdiction under paragraph > and 

: [3 27|.—This clause contains no pro- a common rule of any particular 

vision for consultation between Depatt- would inform himself as 
ments which are affected by a particular bi 1e 
5 _ determination being declared to be a spect of which it was to be 
- eommon rule. There ought to be some mon aire . he were 
_ provision: in it to enable the wishes of | 
other branches which may thus — 
Porpuent within the. pee Gee d 
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i to. those who should be represented. 
cause of the fact that the common 
was to be applicable to them. mal 
Senator Henperson.—Do you think it 
Sh possible in a service of that character 
) make a common rule?, ve 
| ie KEATING:—It may be. In 
certain circumstances. _ If, the Arbitra- 
tor does not so inform himself, and does 
not give those affected an opportunity 
to be represented, it will be open to them, 
as pointed out by the Minister, if they 
are an organization, or it will be open 
to the Minister or the Board, to take 
action under clause 12. . I am not sure 
that it would not be possible by means 
f regulations under clause 22 to provide 
certain machinery for the Court fune- 
tioning under clause 14, and to prescribe 
e necessary forms for the notification 
of persons to be affected. 
_ Senator Sexror.—But provision is not 
~ made for that to be done in the clause 
which enables the common rule to pe 
applied. 






































necessary notice. 

Senator SENIOR (South “Australi 
[3.37 ].—I move— 

_ That in paragraph e after the words “ Pub- 
lic Service,” last occurring, the following 


pane common rule is made any . organization 


: ects on the matter.” — 

‘hat is not mandatory. It simply gives 
rganizations the opportunity to inform 
the mind of the Arbitrator as to how 
common rule will affect them. I 
“am not very much impressed by Senator 
Beating: suggestion Ahat the necessary 


My” experience of rules ei regulations 
‘is ee under them anything is possible 
hose who want to do it. Regulations 
very voluminous, and it will be much 
earer and simpler to include in this 
ill a few simple words giving the or- 
nizations the right to be heard before 
ommon rule is ae to them. ) 





assumes that the only people who will be 


a penton Ses —It is not, nt it 


be added:—* Provided that before any. 


‘make the measure useful. 


it has to submit a copy of its rules. 


. incorporated in the Arbitration Act? 
















the sit and that froboely iow ‘that 
they are going on. The organizations 
affected can be trusted to keep a strict 
eye on all that happens before the Arbi- 
trator. Any one who has. studied the 
operations of the Arbitration Courts 
knows that that is so. If Senator Senior 
is in earnest in proposing the /amend- 
ment, he has not gone far enoigh. He 


affected by the common ‘rule are the 
members of organizations, whereas the 
Minister and the Commissioner, or the 
Board, will also be affected. If there is 
any necessity to notify the organizations, _ 
it is also necessary to notify thé Minister 
or the Commissioner, so as to allow them 
to intervene. If the Arbitrator were so. 
foolish as to make a common rule with- 
out notifying those concerned—and, as 
Senator Keating points out, he would al- 
ways notify them, because it would be 
common sense to do so—the organization, 
or the Minister, or the Commissioner, 
could apply for a variation of the award. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) — 
[3.41].—The Government are placed in | 
an entirely different position from an or- 
ganization. They are all the time in 
touch with what is going on, and can in- 
tervene in, the case before the common 
rule applies, whereas an organization . 
would be shut out. The two cases are, 
therefore, not parallel. All I want isto 
give common justice to those who may be 
affected by the common rule. I have no ~ 
wish to be obstructive. I. desire to 
No common — 
rule should be applied to the disadvan- — 
tage of any branch of the Service with- 
out their first being heard. : 
Amendment negatived. o 
Senator J. D. MILLEN (Tasmanian gr 
[3.43 ].—Will organizations have to sub- | 
mit their rules to anybody for approval, 
as is necessary now under the Arbitration 
Act? i; 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [3.44].—When 
an organization applies for registration, 


That 








is provided for by regulation. 
Senator Kxeatine.—Is this Bill to aM 


Senator PEARCE.—Yes, 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 15 agreed to. 


Progress reported. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
DEPARTMENTAL FILES, 


Motion (by Senator E. D. Miturn) 
proposed— 
That the Senate do now adjourn. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
{3.46].—I wish to bring under the notice 
of the Minister representing the Post- 
master-General a matter of some interest 
to honorable senators, and I am mention- 
ing the matter now, not in the expecta- 
tion of obtaining a definite answer, , but 
in the hope that when we are dealing 
with the Supply Bul next week, I may 
have an opportunity to refer to it again, 
when I trust that the Minister will be in 
a position to furnish me with a reply. 1 
have no desire to mention names, because 
J am dealing rather with the principle 
than with an individual complaint. I 
was under the impression that an injus- 
tace had ‘been done to an officer of the 
Department, and made application to see 
the papers, m order to satisfy myself as 
to whether what I had heard was correct 
or otherwise. I telephoned to the De- 
partment, and, m the absence of the Post- 
master-General (Mr. Wise), the secre- 
tary informed me that, as soon as the 
Minister returned, the matter would be 
brought under his notice. Subsequently 
I received a letter stating it was not the 
practice of the Department to allow a 
perusal of the files and papers dealing 
with matters under the Public Service 
Act, and regretting that the Postmaster- 
General was unable to see his way clear 
to depart from the principle laid down 
by his immediate predecessors, that such 
papers were only to be produced as the 
result. of action in Parliament, and then 
only when strong presumptive evidence 
was submitted that a miscarriage of jus- 
tice had occurred. It came as a surprise 
to me to learn that an honorable senator 
may not see papers in cases like this, TI 
think the principle laid down is an un- 
wise one. To require an honorable sen- 
ator to submit a motion dealing with a 

complaint before he can have access to 
departmental files seems to me like, using 
a big steel hammer for the purpose of 
d cracking a nut. 
ment might argue that an honorable 
senator had not submitted a sufficiently 
strong case to justify permission to peruse 
the panera. If access to the files is denied, 
an honorable senator might, when sub- 
mitting a resolution, put up a very strong 


Even then the Depart- 


case, bas after perusal of the papers, eo 
might have reason to regret that ee had cay 


taken any action at all. ih 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Wigs: deh 
President of the 


the Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise), and | 


give the honorable senator a reply as — - i 
It seems to me to be = 
much better to allow honorable senators ~ 


soon as possible. 


access to departmental files in the cireum- — 
stances mentioned. 
Question resolved. in the affirmative. | 


Senate adjourned at 3.54 p.m. 





House of Representatives. Y 


Friday, 30 July, 1920. 


The CrerK reported the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. ‘Speaker. | re 
Mr.’ Deputy SprakeEr 


(Hon. J. Mw Le 


Chanter) took the chair at 11.1 am., and o 


read prayers. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. JOWETT.—Last night, when the 
honorable member for Parkes (Mr. Marr) 
was addressing himself to the Supply | ape 
motion, and speaking of proposing to re- 
duce the vote by £1, to direct attention to 
the lack of provision for works at Can- 
berra, I made an interjection, and the 
incident is reported in this morning’s Age ie 


as follows :— 
When Mr: 


and said, playfully, * 
away if necessary. 
came to light. 


of Atitralia” 
laughter. 


Mr. 


[,hiad not the remotest ‘ose ta of ree 

ferring to my honorable, most amiable, 
and generous friend, the honorable mem=- ¢. 
ber for Parkes, as “ the Shylock of Ats- 
tralia”; what I intended to convey by the) 
interjection was that, on present indiea- 


tions, Canberra is the Shylock of a 
tralia. | ae 
- Mr. Razzy.—I submit that the cone 


ing sentence of the honorable member 
went beyond the matter of a Us cares, 


bie? PUT ast! 
" Oe He 


Executive Council) 
[3.53|--I shall discuss the matter with 


Marr repeated his threat, the hse 
Treasurer waved an admonitory finger at him, i 
‘Now, now, no threats,”? = © 
and added that he would hand over £1 straight is 

“No,” retorted Mr, Marr, — 

“JT want my pound of flesh.” Then Mr. Jowett 
“There,” he said, “the Shylock 
"Marr sat down amid \ i 3h 






as follow: sa 


1. Yes. 
2. Bonds purchased’: on the ackor pee 
. | tendered in payment of probate duties. The 
! ; _, Government is not aware at what prices bond 
J Bec Ostia not. ret have been purchased for this purpose. _ 
he an impression should mayan r 3. There is no Jeakage of revenue, ‘beea: 


Beat b m r es) for every £100 paid by the surrender of bonds 
a fo y emark, ans t ash ine yeu Commonwealth’ ‘pumepeeenal yi unde sree 


Cae 


the Government do not. 


RYAN Maoh) tne" Agi os - 
| . clei notice—— EH ‘ hi f SECOND PEACE LOAN. 


SECRETARY, Meeronis Norton 
 FRpERATION. 


Mr. PROWSE (for Mr.. Souwawr) 
asked the Treasurer, wpon notice— ete 
i Whether it ig true that the secreta 


cond ee Liban 
2. If so, in what capacity? ee 
8. 1f so, what is the amount of solary, 
any, that he is to be paid? 5 
4. If so, whether such appointment of a 
prominent political party organizer is wise, im 
view of the non-party nature of the appeal? | 


Sir FOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
‘to the honorable member's questions are 
as follow : — 


TI. Yes. ‘ 
nT Mah Lah capacity, as an honorar 
menaber. . 
3. No salary or other. snore is” paid, 
4. The gentleman concerned was not appointed 
aS a representative of, or because of his asso- 
ciation with, a. political party, but solely be- 
cause his special experience in war loan organi 
zation and publicity work would benefit the 
loan campaign. The Government seeks the 
“aid of all classes, without regard to their poli 
} - tical associations. 


DEFENCE EMPLOYEES. 


pa, Mie TUDOR asked the Ministen repre- 
oe the Minister for Deter upon 
s Taciogr . 


- What action is proposed to be alen in eon: 
nexion with the different bia cist sol 
Sivi 


aes wealthy Bi yh > . “Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE i , 
ern cision oe yet pen arrived ats sens os 


ake steps to 
Jommonwealth revel 












































‘OATMEAL, 


ae TUDOR. (for Dr. Matonzy) bake 
he Minister for Trade and Customs, Upon 
—nolice— Ds 
In view of the fact that the managing dir ec ‘ 
‘tor of Robert, Harper and Company, giving _ ae a free ne so to een oe en the 
evidence before the Fair Profits Commission, — present, T'ariff is discussed, but eve a 1 


as reported in yesterday’s papers, states that faba 
it takes 120 bushels of oats to produce a ton orable member yon 1s not a Minist + 


of oatmeal, and as this varies from other sworn be free of party ties regar ding it. 
evidence given before the same Commission, there is finance. That is, to say 
will the Minister kindly inform the House— least of it) a matter that. ‘requir 


(a) the average weight of oats to produce a 
ton of oatmeal to make a short ton of 2,000 lbs. — sideration by this Par rliament. 


weight; (b) the amount of oats to produce 4 position is serious enough, and we | 
long ton of 2,240 Ibs.; (c) what is a fair price .not be doing our duty to. the cour 
for “gristing a short ton of oatmeal; (d) what wynless we gave to financial problems tha 


isa fai ric 
lot rp e for gristing a long ton of oat-. consideration Whickois due. ue 


-, is the question of the Estimate 

‘Mr. GREENE.—The information i8 early opportunity to discuss ‘thes 

_ being obtained. been asked for, and a promise ha: 
given that they shall be discussed. 
ORDER OF BUSIN ESS. promise will bs fulfilled. But clearl 

‘Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min-, of the conditions precedent to the 
_isterand Attorney-General) [11.11]—I ment of that or any promise is th 
“move— portunity shall be given for the de 


‘That on each sitting ay unless otherwise Of public business. There is also 
ordered, (Government business shall take pre- problem of defence. Nobody | 


. —eedence of general business. anything about that so far. 
a In submitting the motion, I remind hon- clearly one of those questions th: 
_ orable members of the state of the busi- be faced. There is room for di 
_ ness-paper and the position of the House. of opinion as to the scope of-our 
7 Many. measures of great importance policy, and the amount which should 
await consideration, and, although Par- expended upon it, but I think no on 
liament has been in session for some five deny that some policy is necessary 
months, little business has been done. I shall require time to consider that 
shall not animadvert upon the causes of ter. There is the question of th 
this state of affairs, but as it is the duty administration of the Pacific Island 
of the Government to see that the busi- the giving of effect to the mandates. — 
ness of the country is proceeded with ex- addition, there is the group of thre 
- peditiously, I would remind the House of relating to industrial matters. | 
some of the measures that have to be already before the House, and it 
dealt with. First of all, there is the ‘be followed by the. Pauie Servic 
Tariff. Some honorable members have and the Bill for the amendment o 
not sat through a Tariff debate, but I am Arbitration Act. Other Bills of gr 
one of those ‘who have done so. If I re- importance must. be brought before P 
‘ ) ember aright, the first Tariff occupied liament. The honorable - membe 
‘the attention of ‘Parliament for about Dalley (Mr. Mahony) has brow 
- twelve: montisin ee my notice a matter which, owing to, 
Rie Conon hor aistcend onthe unearthly hour at which this C€ 
Mr. HUGHES.—At that time my persists in meeting on ‘Frid 
position in regard to the fice? was dif. escaped my notice. ‘He roma j 





aanake some little iiiraden in ihe Tonsil tively carried on ana thes seat 0: 
of the debates, but a man would be an Parliament is removed to Canber 
- intolerable optimist who could imagine honorable member for Yarra (M 
a "that the Tariff could be disposed of ina can argue that matter with the h 
De hd time. During a Tariff discussion member for Dalley ad 
the: ordinary party lines are not drawn, wasted. a great deal of t 
a Ggielentiy A a ane honour : re : 
















De ndend ate facet nae 
members’ day are not interesting 
are full of interest, and yesterday 
most enjoyable day—yet they be 
vance the business of the House 

fore, | am asking -honorable met 

o allow Government business to take 
hes of private members’ business. 
et) prepared to pledge myself 
the hlibelianber to allow a week tow 
business at the close, 
session. Honorable members 
suppose that the contemplation 
a whole week is a little too much tor 
m. But I do say, not necessarily for 
blishiion, but as evidence of my bona 
) that. T es honorable mem pens 





















a since iene oRHOFHinaC of 
oe members to ores with such 





whick “ee and I alike agree are necessary 
to be . The Treasurer (Sir 
eph Cook) reminds me that next 
ursday is grievance day. That is an 
additional reason why honorable members 
por id vote for the motion. I shall not 
ue the question further. | Honorable 
members understand the position, and’ I 
: rise those who have notices of motion 
pon the business-paper that they shall 
av a week for their consideration at the 
d of the session. | Baan 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) 11. yp Ne 
“surprised that the Prime Siniover 
100 ul have. moved this motion when most 
























ics pater by: private Seether 
mt motion in the name of the hon- 
rable member for Nepean (Mr. Bowden) 
ins lation to the Federal Capital. 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—Honorable members 
ere discussing that matter on _the 
Supply Bill last night. 

Mr a it came dieonssed 


zi was 
iseussed last night. for a few 
aa we desire a sel rious discus- 
U w for the 














.from influences inseparable from its location 


1e first item for next Thursday ig an 


ment that the 


construction of the Capital at Canberra 
shall be De ait with. Honorable 





stituencies may aah but ie mus re- 
member that New South Wales, which 
provides three-fourths of the revenue of 
the Commonwealth, will demand that this 
contract shall be feed out. The notice 
of motion in the name of the honorable 
member for Nepean = (Mr. - soe 
reads— 

(1) That pursuant to the resolution passe 
by this House on 27th May, 1915, and in view 


of the importance of having the Commonwealth 
Parliament removed at the earliest opportunity 












































in any of the existing State capitals, in the 
opinion of this House ‘the building of the Par- 
liament Houses and Administrative Offices and 
other necessary works should be proceeded with 
at the earliest possible opportunity. 

(2) That the carrying of this resolution be — 
an instruction to the Government to take all — 
necessary steps to expedite the construction 
of the necessary accommodation. Leg 
The discussion of that motion will pro- 
vide. an opportynity to honorable mem- — 
bers to decide by their votes whether the — 
compact entered into by the various 
States with New South Wales shall be _ 
honoured. That Scab was made, and 
it is of no use—— - ig 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. Fane 
M. Chanter).—The honorable member — 
may state reasons why the motion in re-_ 
lation to the Federal Capital should be 
discussed, but he will not be in order in 
discussing the question in detail now. 

Mr. MAHONY.—1I desire only to show 
the effect of depriving private members of 
their right to bring before the House most 
important matters. We desire an oppor- 
tunity to show reasons why the work at 
Canberra should be proceeded with imme- 
_ diately, and to inform the House of the 
action which New South Wales will take 
if it is to be fooled any longer in toate ‘ 
to this question. i 

Mr. McWut.tams. —The question can. 
be tested just as well on a motion to. re- 
duce Supply by £1. 

Mr. MAHONY.—We should have an 
opportunity for a full and free discussion 
on a definite motion. In connexion with — 
a Supply Bill there are many important 
matters which require consideration — 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—Why is the honor- ; 
able member now Caren: the considera~ 





ff 
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[REPRESENTATIVES] _ Bosdaces: HK 





Mr. 
motion proposed by the Prime Minister 
is to block discussion on the motion stand- 
ing on the notice-paper in the name of the 
honorable member for Nepean. The 
Prime Minister’s proposal is brought for- 
ward for no other purpose. 
looking through the business-paper has 
discovered that’ the first item of business 
for next private members’ day isa 
motion relating to the Federal Capital, 
and Ministers have decided that the House 
must not be allowed an opportunity of 
voting upon the question, because they 
know that the majority of honorable 
members are in favour of the contract 
with New South Wales being carried out. 

Sir Joszrpu Coox.—The honorable 
member is absolutely blocking the op- 
portunity which is here now. 

Mr. MAHONY.—The Treasurer knows 
that that is not so. Another important 
motion in the name of the honorable 
member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) relates to 
internment camps. There are many other 
motions upon the notice-paper which the 
House should have an opportunity to con- 
sider. The statement of the Treasurer 
that any of these matters can be discussed 
upon the Supply Bill is so much hot air, 
because he knows that the Government 
are determined to get the .Bill through 
this House to-day, and they will take all 
sorts of care that we are not given an op- 
portunity of discussing these important 
questions upon the Bill. The proposal to 
prevent honorable members bringing be- 
fore the House, upon private members’ 
day, matters affecting their constituencies, 
and the welfare of Australia generally, 
is an infringement of our rights, and the 
Government should be told clearly that 
we demand an opportunity to deal with 
these questions. 5; 

‘Mr. Bamrorp.—The Prime Minister 
has promised honorable members a week 
at the end of the session. 

Mr. MAHONY.—The Prime Minister, 
in his usual light and airy manner, 
dangled before honorable members. the 
promise of a week at the end of the ses- 
sion for the discussion of private members’ 
business. There will probably be a six- 
months’ recess at the end of the session, 
and this will give us plenty of time to 
stay at home and meditate on our foolish- 
ness if we allow this motion to pass. It 
will be useless for honorable members to 


MAHONY.-—The effect of thetic 


Cabinet on - 


complain later on that they have hal no 


opportunity to’ discuss 
tions. 


important, ques- 
Every honorable member has his — 


responsibilities just as much as have the ae 


* 


Government, and we, therefore, have — 
every right to discuss private business. 


Mr, MeWILLIAMS (Franklin) [11. 7 


—The time has arrived when we ought — 
to seriously consider our position. The 
measures we have to deal with this ses- 
sion are, perhaps, the most important that 


have come before the House since I have 


had the honour of a seat here. A Bill” 
was introduced last night, and if the de-_ 
sire is to murder it in its cradle, the most 
effective way is to rush it through with: » 
out its being thoroughly considered by. ® 


those interested. Then there is the ques- nal Ch 


tion of finance, which demands our closest — 
attention. I have always been one to 
stand for the rights of this Chamber, but. 
the time has come when ‘we ought to put 
our “neck to the collar,” and proceed ~ 
with the business of the country. I shall — 
support the motion on the distinct — 


understanding that those honorable mem- — 


bers who have not the opportunity now 


to discuss proposals which they desire to 


bring before the House, shall be given an 
opportunity later on. 


tion, will -see that a much more 
effective way of dealing with the 
question of the Capital is thab— 


suggested by the honorable member for. A . 
Knowing what is 


Parkes (Mr. Marr). 


going on outside, and realizing the fein 


Federal Capital, I say deliberately that — 


it ig time that question was settled one : yy 


way or the other. Personally, I am op- 


posed to the proposal to remove to Can- Ree 


I am quite certain ~ 
that the honorable member for peer . 
(Mr. Mahony), after the briefest reflee- 








on all sides of the House regarding the  _ 


berra, and would favour the Seat of Go- ns) a, 
vernment being in Sydney for the next a 


ten years. 
money in the Federal area in a wasteful — 
manner with no good results. What is 
the attitude of Parliament. in regard to 
the establishment of the Capital | in the | 
immediate future? 
the Federal Parliament sitting in Sydney 
for the next ten years. 

Mr. Warxrys.—Where would 
afterwards? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I would toe 


a 50 


that to the judgment of the House. — ee er Y 
have always advocated. eoaaaas sitting : 


As I say, I rayon 


At present we are spend ieee aie 















cn 
a ayia 


4 and 
ia that we should meet here on 0 
oneip because they practically 1 
in apg ae from the we 


fale cunaeds to whom 1 AS here 
: remain in MieThoune until 3 0’ ’clock | on 


iD se bias iribcenselt the salenaes 
of honorable members, it is only fair that 
should put in one more day’s work. 
the present time there are practically 
two days a week for Government 
and’ bi: am therefore pre- 

to give up private | members’ 

4 ‘but I do urge that we should 
4 a a een on Tuesday, the result of ee 


oe days in the week as we now 

in a fortnight.. The Prime Minister 
certainly not over-estimated the i: 

Betta work that Anne: Us, a it ‘is 


a Ae 


A sake 


iS. ane never dhneaen 


as. “they ome es bs pe Mey an 
of, as in the past, leaving many to 
end of the session only to be rushed. 
ough one after the other, thus necessi- 
ing amending legislation when Parlia- 
prec again. Let us ti the Go- 


: 


: PROWSE. (Swan) : 38] on om) 


sympathy with giving the Govern 
Parl! ament ame opportunity 

uch evinss 

importance as ao which ax 

ofo ‘us; but I do not thn 
1 a of the Oe M nist 


move—_ 


able’ HB for t Paklin (Mr. Me 
liams) that this House should ‘sit 
more days i in the week. The present 
rangement may be all very well for som 
honorable members, but it means string- 
ing the session out over the whole year. - 
There are other honorable members whi 
have no opportunity to visit their con 
tuencies or their homes at the week- 
whereas if we sat five days a week 
stead of two and a half, we might get 
through our work in much shorter time 
and, further, private members’ busines 
nae not ae put in the quarantine-b 
I am not too sure that a week at the 
end of a session would afford any re: 
sonable opportunity for the discussion. o 
private members’ business. For instance, — 
there is the measure which I propose to 
ask permission to introduce, and which 
if aecepted, might result in saving su 
cient money to pay the first instal 
ment -of the cost -of . the Federa 
Capital, and that important measure 
must be delayed by the Prime Minister’s 
proposal. However, I strongly support the 
idea that we should sit at least one more 
day in the week until we have concluded. 
the work of the country; then, if hon- 
orable members were so uelinae we. 
might, revert to the present laissez faire 
system. Oe 
©. 


GABB (Angas) 


[11.40] x 


That all the words after “That” ‘be lef 
out, with a view to insert in lieu thereo! 
the words “this House meet on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of or 
week.” ‘ 


all Lani members, but that fact doe 
not deter me Tro om moving ri tS an 


to eome here ie do. it.. i. second reason 
aa mee sus submitting te amendment 1 


questiow of the Astdanant ee 

last time that’ motion was before th 
House, the representatives of the Goyer 1 
ment took care not to say one Ake nites 


male At not seem fainad to” toa with 
the question. It is remarkable that. just : 
when | hte turn for that motion sho ald 








aus Mey a at it is an Teaver tan ‘mo- 
tion to those concerned—we have a pro- 
posal. this morning to shelve it for the 
rest of the session. 


Sir Joserpu Coox rhe: 
member knows that next Thursday is” 
“Grievance” Day. 


Mr. GABB.—Quite so; but that would. | 


not prevent my motion coming on. 
Sw JosepH Coox.—‘‘ Grievance Day ”’ 


will give the honorable member an oppor- 


tunity to bring the matter forward. 


that my motion is on the business-paper;_ 


ve this question; and there are other hon-. 
orable members who, 


Mr. GABB.—I do not think so, Seeing 
at any rate, I shall not be able to take 
the question to a vote, as 1 should under 
ordinary circumstances. 
the Government would talk the motion 
out; if so, that would be exactly what is 
tiecded to show them in their true colours. 


I notice that the honorable member for. 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) is getting . 
a little excited; but I should lke his 


constituents to hy where he stands on 


which do not get into H ansard, have tried 


“rub it into” me. Another important 


i motion on the paper is that by the hon- 


es 


orable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 


Austin Chapman) for the calling together 
of a Convention to deal with an amend- 
ment of the Constitution. 


What chance 


will there be, if the motion before us is 


earried, of that proposal being considered 2 


The Pritne Minister (Mr. Haghes) told | 


us that the Convention matter was to be 


brought up at the Premiers’ Conference; 


but was anything done? If the Govern- 


ment vote ‘against my amendment, the 


public will know which members are try- 


- ing to do the work for which ‘they are 
cpa, and which members are not. 


Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [11.45].— 


as I rise to second an amendment which has 
_ for its object the providing of an extra 


» 


ae for work. 

' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon, ae 
WM. Chanter)—The amendment is not in 
order. The motion is that Government 
business shall take precedence of private 
members’ | 


_ The amendment deals with an entirely 
different matter, that is to say, an extra. 
_ sitting day, and, therefore, does not ap-~ 
pear to me to. be applicable or relevant 


x _ to the motion. 
be the oe: oF a eens motion. a 





It is a matter that should 





ment that Government ee 


honorable usual? 


Probably the 


by interjections — 


on of business\by sitting an extra de 
Cook), who is, for the time be 


withdraw the motion at the pres 
--and move on a subsequent occasi 

only that Government business shall 

precedence of private members’ b 
but also that the House shall ae 


business on each sitting day. 











at me 


Mil Gian Cone Tanege mn 





precedence on, three _ wee 
private members’ business a8 


























Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER. —No; t 
would be a direct negative. The 
specifies no particular days of 


take ene of private enbae 
ness on each sitting aah The sittin d 


pay y. 
- Mr. 


cedence on each sitting day. 

> Mr. JOWETT ‘Grong a 
Apparently honorable members who 
that the House should sit on an ext: 
in each week have no choice but t 
for or against the motion. There isa C 
siderable body of opinion in the House ; 
favour of making the Prime Min 
proposal more effective for the carryt 





I would ask the Minister (Sir 


charge of the House, if he is prep 


tting 





Minister. Pre aie the House i 
days in each week, but it wa 
very inconvenient arrangement. | ara 
emp for poncrebl member 


those ‘who are cmp - . 
rou d? 






1a any ‘businesses in j 

to which they can aah 
. | Honorable members wh 
‘are in other States found. pie 
_ inconvenient to have to | leave for 



















: ag a sitting of thes gcse on Tricsdaye 
se were the circumstances in which the 
ange Was made from four sitting days. 
to ae sitting days in oa week. The 













va was the we when the session hae | 
ee for a while, and when the 
pep an. to become pace 









o the excuse Por the motion, child not it. 
‘ah met. ake sitting an extra day in each 





Da ae question. If Pevore ite ne 
anxious to sit on Tuesdays, the Go- 


at 


He believes in fhe fe 
Caw in Lenin’s “dictation of* the | 
ariat,’?: Long ago he left all his 
atic opinions behind him, and, 
e, cannot understand me when 1, 
| hat the Government should pay 
“8 me regard to the opinion,of a democratic 
oe I sug Bgest that honorable mem- 


fh, 


W Origats members’ pdainese 
of ae importance, At any 
| tis mot so important as Govern- | 
The questio: of sitting — 
irs, day may very well be con-— 
8 nd, in the face of a congested — 
busi ess ae I think the Government 
e 1 to ask members to. 
, as well as 










House, or in the ae os Parlia- 


_ whien there is no means of giving effect 


give the necessary effect to it, see fit to 


* ment pape try to accommodate itself do so. 


_ youring to point out. 
| by the 













Business, Beng 








—_ 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter). ae 55]— 
I am entirely in accord with the motion: 
I have had considerable experience in a 
State Legislature, and in the Common- 
wealth Parliament, but so far I have not 
discovered that there is any utility ins 
placing private members’? motions on ‘they if 
notice-paper. I have never placed one on . 
the business-sheet, either in the State 


















ment, because I realized the futility of 
- doing so. The adoption of a motion sub- 
mitted by a private member leads no- 
where. I have never heard of any good 
being done by it. . 
Mr. Brennan.—Did not the hondruble 
member for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) 
succeed in carrying a motion in favour — 
of the, initiative and referendum? 


Mr. CHARLTON. —Yes; but ghatl 
good has come of it? What becomes of 
any motion carried on private members’ — 
day? It is a waste of time for the Wea 
to deal with private members’ business- 

































to any resolution adopted unless the Go- 
vernment, who alone can take action to 





Mr. Manony.—Honorable members , 


ae force the Government to take the . y 
Tee tig action. 


Mr. CHARLTON. —I have never seen 
pat done. 

Mr, Prowsz.—What about sitting on 44 
‘an extra day? 


Mr.: CHARLTON. Apparently the | 
honorable member, who is so anxious to 
get on with the business of the counter 
wants the extra sitting day for the discus: 
‘sion of private members’ business, the 
‘futility. of which I have just been endea- 
Has anything been — 
Thursday sittings, at: 
which private members’ business is dis- 
"cussed? The answer is “ No.” | 

Mr. Gaps.—Berause the Government 
always talk out private members’ be | 
ness. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—If the hanoee 
‘member were on the Government bench — 
he would do the same thing. The Go: 
vernment are placed in power by a majo- 


rity, and will give effect to anything © 
phe meets with their oe 


J re-. a 


















ti 


: e ig 


he — is such that hopapable ‘ener 








: “Order of 
_ members eae Fes resctage to the G 
acne led by the right ec 
gentleman (Sir Joseph Cook), pointing 
out how very inconvenient it was for hon- 
orable members who visited their electo- 


rates at the week-end to be obliged to re- 


turn to Melbourne to attend sittings on 
Tuesdays. 
to increase the sitting days, if at any 
time during the course of the session they 
found it necessary to do so on account of 
the congestion of business. The Same prac- 
tice should apply to-day. If it is found 


7 as. hey chould be discuss al 


We left it to the Government “ 


’ 


that we cannot get through all our busi-— 


ness before Christmas, the Government, 
I presume, will ask us to sit on an extra 
‘day. .. My. experience is that very 
little is ‘done in Parliament. during 
the first couple of months _ of fa 
session. Members 
properly to work until - 
end of the session. ° 
vate members’ day as a waste of time, 
support the proposal to wipe it out. 


ean be left to the Government for age 
decision. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefiela) 
aae 59].—I am entirely in accord with 


what. the honorable member for. Hunter 


(Mr. Chailton) has said regarding pri- 


vate members’ day, but, while I support 


the motion, 1 would ask the Government. 
to give earnest consideration to the ques- 
tion of meeting on an extra day. On top 
of a lot of -business of the greatest im- 
portance, and the utmost urgeney, we 
have -vet to deal with the Tare The 
-people want to know what the Tariff will 
be. We ought not to consider our own in- 
_ terests at a time like this, but should. con- 
“sider the interests of the people of the 
“country, and settle the Tariff as. speedily 
‘as possible. I hope that the Government 
will make up their minds, at all events, 
“the week after next, to ask the House to 
meet on an extra day. a eae 
Mr. CONSIDINE (Bios f2. 0]. 
—TI oppose the motion. The honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) said 
that in his opinion private members’ 


- business was of no use, and that the time 


devoted: to it was practically. wasted. 
That may be true; but, on the. gine 
tank the conduet ‘of business by the. 


do not get down. 
towards ~ the 
As I regard pri- 
The a 8 
further question of the extra sitting day | 


‘makes a farce of the so- called 





regardell as eae of urgent. ida 


to the people; whether they ar 


and with passports; and there are | 
others beside, of which the Gov 













representative of the people. a AV 
recently had Wate the. etulance 
of Ministers, — mh 
that on which “ihe Treasui 
Joseph Cook), as soon as 
had his say, promptly ma 
“gag.” Honorable members have 
experience of gee Government intim 





























and that it must. Be rushed through vil 
a specific time. rumb 
measures, before this Chater a 
shadowed, are of considerable ‘importa 
cognised by some honorable mentee is 
another, matter. There are Bills, | 
example, having to do with 1 imm rati Or 


have given notice, which will arou 
a. 1 deal. of discussion, be 1s Bs 


chet affairs of Perio at a ent. 
shall phon’ oppose any aay! 


so long as no provision is oma f 
orable members to adequately 
matters put before them. Only t e 01 
day the Prime Minister (Mr. H 
speaking in Bendigo, inoue 


withoae reference to the ovinion 
orable members at all. “ No ma 


Of Seas s in. afty part. ars the 
Prime Minister was going to, 


Be through by to-day. 
that’. spirit - ‘actuates ‘the. 
ma it will. _not receive mi) 


in the a any of its 


$ 


even honorable 


a iat oe measures meng 
they were tabled. That kind o 


tive institutions of the count 
Mr. ROBERT cooK ey 












neve er it as heel “epee Tre been 
ie aie anda similar anethods 

















. abte.” ‘The mone Wie re 
ae we ‘the three grave subjects of 
finance, defence, and the Tariff. During 
he st four weeks or more, what oe 






) BLE Saino te members! can. 
h get to ths problems ahead of .them 
Interests of the country will be served. 
Honorable members have made con- 
rable reference to the Federal Capital. 
ust now we are asking the people to 
“subscribe to the second peace loan, and 









interest which will penalize hundreds of 
smal] mn who desire to secure private 
ans, - because the rates of interest will 
cor -respondingly increase. ‘Then, we are 
-at this period with an ‘unprece- 
oe ae financial faa In view 






























‘upon ‘ a temporary 


dat if ae ah 
s 


mit that the honorable member is not 
ling with the question before the 
| “but, is entering ae a financial i 


Becton t to fy, ce ae mem- 
a ey iney (Mr. yey) to my 


settled policy. 


of ourselves; 


the Government are offering a rate of 


trol. 


‘Hunter (Mr. Charlton) that, no matter — 
‘what Government is in power, it should — 


have support. for such a proposition “eee 
vas that now before the Chair. I 
would. stand by, a Labour Adminis- 


Ruy. * On. a: point of order, Pe cent Government, or as I would do if a 


le svitnossed wrangling day after day, with ‘i 
- no business done. 
i that this House should sit an extra day 
ae a week, and regarding the criticism that 


es in the distant States should be considered, 
ee would remind the House that solaris ¢ 
were recently increased in order to offset 
te eh at precise difficulty. 













fairs, the public duty of honorable mem-"— 
: aa “should be regarded as paramount. : 


and the fag-end of our brains to the busi- 
or Danby Pits 

ht ‘ness of the country. Seeing that there is 
such an. enormous | gee of business” oe 








“Business. vee 






try fds ateele to- ae Wo are naan i. 
in respect of many millions of money, and: 
it is for the Federal Parliament, to con- 










about the. utmost -efficiency and acongiay é 
All endeavours having those objects in. : 
view shall receive my consistent support. 
Regarding expenditure on defence, there _ 
are certain matters which are bound to be — 
taken in hand. The Prime Minister has 
stated ythat Australia must have some 
When we study the cost of - 
the war, and look upon our position in 
the world generally, we are bound to ask 
whether it shall be taken for granted that 
Australia is to remain under the sole pro- 
tection of the Mother Land for ever. N 05. 
we must foot the bill. We must take care 
and it will cost millions. — 
We must find the money to provide ade-_ 
quate defence, or run the risk of handing 
our land and our people over to those 
whom the honorable member for Barrier. 
(Mr. Considine ) would lke to see in COn- © 



























et 








I agree with the ltiaedble memes Eon 



























tration in such a proposal just as readily i 
as I propose to do in the case of the pre- 


Goveritment selected from the Country — 
party were in power—as it will be later — 
on. I shall assist the Government in 
pushing on with its business in preference 
to that, of. private members. «We have | 


As for the ‘suggestion 


the business claims of honorable members S- 


We now, more 
than ever, owe the whole of our services to 
the country ; and, no matter what may be 
the nature or urgency of our outside af-  * 


We cannot do our duty honestly if we are’, > 
_ prepared to give only half of our time 7 ve 





3156 Order of 





‘ahead, I trust that honorable ham bard 


without exception, will assist the Govern- 
ment to the full extent of their abilities. 
1 hupe there will be no blocking of the 
important business of * the Government 
which hag in it no taint of party politics. 


Mr. NICHOLLS (Macquarie) [42.11]. 
-—Do I understand that the amendment of 
the honorable member for Angas (Mr. 
Gabb) has been ruled out of order ? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—That is 


SO. 


Mr. NICHOLLS.— 


way of amendment— 


That all the words after ‘‘ That” be left out, 
with a view to inserting in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing :— 

On each sitting day save one, unless 
otherwise ordered, Government business 
shall take precedence of general business, 
and that there shall be an _ additional 
sitting day on Tuesday of each week. 





I feel certain that the amendment will be 
acceptable to honorable members gene- 
rally. An extra sitting day is urgently 
necessary, in order that this House shall 
adequately carry out its leg’slative activi- 
ties. © Wednesday in each week is practi- 
cally gone before the House meeets, while 
our Friday sittings oecupy only a small 
portion of the day. Honorable members 
resident in thesmore distant States are 
compelled to remain in Victoria oyer each 
week-end, until the prorogation ; whereas 
thoso ropresenting electorates in the 
meorer States, as well as in Victoria 
itself, of course, are generally able to re- 
turn to “their homes for the week-ends. 
The position is neither fair nor consistent. 


Mr. Jowxrrr.—I second the amendment. 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—I have already ruled in 
connexion with a proposal of the honor- 
able member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) that 
an amendment to increase the number of 
sitting days is not relevant to the motion, 
which merely raises the question, Shall 
Government business take precedence of 
general business on each sitting day, no 
as how many sitting days there may 
e 
insert the words “save one,” as proposed 
by the honorable member for Macquarie, 
because that would merely put us back to 
where we are at. present, and be equiva- 

lent to a negativing of the motion. 


‘4 


REPRESENTA TIVES. } 


I cannot accept an amendment to . 





Business. . 





Mr. Nicyoris.—Then I give notice of ak 
my intention to move to dissent from a 
your ruling. cae 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Lamhe fone 4 
orable member has handed me a notice of ie, 
dissent in the following terms :— (ae 

I hereby give notice that the ruling of Mr. aa 
Deputy Speaker—that to insert the jwords — 

‘save one” after “sitting days,’ and the ~ 
words ‘‘and there shall be an additional sit- — 
ting day on Tuesday of each week,” at the end ~ 
of the motion is out of order—be ‘disagreed to. 
The statement of the ruling contained in — 
that notice practically accords with what 
I said, and under the standing order the » 
discussion on the motion of dissent must i 
go over to the next sitting day. 

Question—That the motion be agreed 


to—put. The House divided. : 
Ayes Tn ee) : 
Noes 14 ‘ 
Majority ... ae 15 i‘ 
AYES, A 
Bamford, F. W. | Jowett, E. 
Bell, G. J. Lister, J.’ H. 
Best, Sir Robert Marks, W. M. 
Blundell, R. P. Marr, C. W. C. 


Maxwell, G. A 


Bowden, EK. K. : 
McWilliams, W. J.. 


Cameron, TP... 


Charlton, M. Poynton, A. 
Cook, Sir Joseph Prowse, J. H. 
Cook, Robert Rodgers, A. §. 


Ryrie, Sir Granville? 
Sinith, Laird ele 


Foster, Richard 
Francis, F. H. 


Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 
Higgs, W. G. Tellers: 
Hughes, W. M. Burchell, R. J. 
Jackson, D. S. Story, W. H. 

NogEs. 
Brennan, F, Nicholls, 8S. R. 
Considine, M. P. Ryan, T. J. ae 
Cunningham, LL. L. Tudor, F, Ge Raed Pe, 
Gabb,’ J. M. West, J. K. BS 
Lazzarini, H. P. yas soe coe 
Makin, N. J. 0: Tellers: 
Maloney. Dr. Catts, J. H. 
MeDonald, C. | Mahony, Write: 

Parrs, ; 
Watt; W. A. Anstey, F. 


Atkinson, L. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Gregory, H. 


Moloney, Parker | 
Blakeley, Avi.) 
Page, James 
Mathews, J. 


Groom, L. E. Mahon, H. he 
Mackay, G. H. Lavelle, T. J. eae 
Bruce, S. M. Watkins, D. 






PAPUA BILL. 


Bill received from the Senate, and (om f; 
motion by Mr. Pornton) reas a ‘fir ; 
time. 


“Loan Wan. 
- Carrrar—Dere 
 Prnstons— 
Hee inire en — Hien 
Orrice—BautaRat 


; Pnsiice i ie Gonailan 
| resumed from 29th July (vide page 
on motion by Sir JosErn Cosi 


a 4h per cent, fed: and rik up Auoines 
£1,000 worth of new stock, I shall be re- 
ceiving 6 per cent on £2 000. OMe 

Sir Josepn Cook. —But the big holders 
will not get that. 

‘Mr. RILEY.—There is no “tee 
between the issuing of bonds. and the is- 
suing of Commonwealth notes for 
purpose of raising money. . At present 
the market is overstocked with Common- 
wealth bonds, and the stock is. selling 
under par. — 

Sir Josepy Ooox. Do not forget that 
a great deal of this money will be lent 
again to the States. 

"Mr. RILEY. —\My suggestion is that 
the Government should issue £25,000,000_ 
worth of war service notes. In the ordi 
nary course a soldier’s ¢ottage can be 
built in three months. At the end of 
that time the soldier occupies the house 


and commences the payment of interest 


ae is nonce ead, but I conten 
hat the Government are pane on 


avenues of Sey a. labour — 
of a ae ‘The Go-_ 


A ee Das, 


nor ous amount 


. ‘thi money, ana they have ean olde | 
at any person who takes up bonds to an 
nt equivalent to his present holding 
stock may convert the -old stock, . 
, nate 6 ere cent. on £1,000 Thus 


or 
ve 


the soldiers 


and principal. If, for the purpose of 
this repatriation work, the Government 
issued a special war service note, as the 
payments came in from the soldiers the 
loan would be. automatically redeeming 
itself. In this way money would be saved 
to both ‘the soldier and to the Treasury. 
The war has exploded the gold reserve 


theory. 


Sir JosEPit oor. —My word, it bas 
not. 

Mr. RILEY. — Great Britain ‘and. 
France had very small gold reserves in 
proportion to their note issues. Let us 
issue special notes for war service homes 
as they are required, and, as: the homes 
are completed, and the repayments: from 
commence, the notes will 

gradually be taken out of cireulation. 
PL hereby we shall not only save the sol- 
dicr from the payment of heavy interest, 
but we shall avoid taking an immense 
amount’ of capital from vie oraery 
cee of commerce. . 

‘Sir Joserpu Coox.—This is a proposal 


Ae! build homes for nothing. 


og 6 per cent. - 
aka on £50, 000,000. 


credit of the Commonwealth. 
there is about £55, ,000, 000 ‘worth of no note 


Mr. RILEY.—It will amount to that 
in time, because the Government will 
hava ube security behind the issue, — The 
~ Commonwealth Bank—the finest institu- é 
tion of its kind in Australia—was estab- 
lished without any capital other than the 
. To-da. aye 


in circulation, ee 








se EE ES SES PaO aN SOMES, = 


ee Oe ee 


“about £22,000,000. 


“serve the Government’s purpose. — 


£600 or £1,000. 


Treasury rent and principal. 


Sir Josrrn Conk ae) amount is only 


Mr. RILEY. ES the : amount is’ 80 
nll that is another argument in favour 


: of the i isstie of special war service notes. — 


‘Sir Josrpx Coox.—If we issued 
£50,000,000 worth of new notes, they 
‘would not remain in circulation. — 

Mr. RILEY.—No, but they woul 
“Lf thee: 
Government follow the old system of bor- 
rowing money at interest, thus taking 
capital from the avenues of industry and 


AP “e 


employment, they will not help the coun- 


try, and the new bonds will merely help 
to depreciate the older stock. Under the 
system I suggest, so many thousand 


pounds’ worth of notes would be with- 


drawn automatically every few months. 


‘That system hag been followed elsewhere, 


and it could be adopted with advantage 
by the Commonwealth. 
Mr. Jowzrr.—What provision does the 


honorable member propose to make for 
withdrawing the notes? | 


Mr. RILEY.—A_ house ie Built for 
As soon as the soldier 


occupies it he’ commences to pay to the 
At the 


end of six months he has paid in, say, £20. 


or £30. Thousands of other men have 


done the same, and the Government, then 
withdraw from circulation war service 
notes to the amount of the aggregate. 


Sir JoserpH Coox.—In the meantime 
where are the notes, and who has them ? 
— Mr. Jowett. —They are in irene 


there is no difficulty about that. 


Mr. RILEY.—The suggestion is worthy 


of the serious consideration of the Go- 
vernment. 
notes could be redeemed each year to the 
amount of the rent and principal that 
has been repaid. ’ 


These specially ear-marked 


Sir Josepn Cook. Be eet shall” we 


Onda sh lot of. contractors who will accept 
these notes? : 


Mr. RILEY.—They will be legal ten- 
der. War service notes will be no dif- 


ferent from ordinary notes, but they will 
__ have their own identity, so that they can 
tbe gradually withdrawn. By this scheme 


au the Government would make money, and 


ee am sure that if the Labour party had 
aM pobhor aay Sh would | ere it a. nee 










at a this. oN tie concurre e of th 
orable member for Parkes VE 


know what the intentions of the 


of the. Federal agreement. — 









Mr 
who forecast such an amendm 
the last general election the Go 
- announced as part of their p 
honouring of the constitutional 
made with New South Wales to 
the Federal Capital at Canberr 
~ Prime Minister has since assured . 
tations that he is. prepared to ke 

pledge. Now is the best time of the yer 
for building operations; if we wait t 
the Budget is brought forward, and 
Estimates are approved, we sh le 
lost SIX, months of the best portion of tl 
year for building. The majority of. : 
orable members are anxtous that ; 
of money shall be made available 
for commencing the erection of bu 
and other works at the Federal Capii 
I believe the Government are sincere 

regard to this matter. The Prime M 
ister has given his promise, a be 
that he will fulfil it. fe 





































be unduly delayed. 
1,000,000 bricks ready to be laid 
1s £0, 000 worth of timber lying i 
there are complete water supplie 
power and lighting services, Nh 
so much expenditure has been ae 
incurred there, we are not justi 
in staying our hands any 
The people of New South Wal 
been long-suffering, seeing that 
specified was ten years, and th 
now twenty years since ‘the Cor 
came into operation. ‘There is.no dou 
that the political life of this « ntry 
influenced by the city where the at, 
Government now is. : ae 
_ My. Jacxson.—It will ha! a 
just as much at Canberra—if 
1 there! ae eon 


ae that oie who Beliore he car 
ing out the compact will vote 


ment are. I voted for the co 
of the transcontinental railway 
for the payment of a lump sum te 
mania, because I regarded hoses aS 


Mr. Brrt,—Tasmani 














ye to. Tasmania; and, in any case, 
South Wales 18 entitled to have the 


es 


o. Bee, out the Feteval compact. In 
the Federal Territory there are 900 or 
00 square miles of beautiful country, 
hich, as soon as the Seat of Govern-— 
c is . removed, will return a 
The whole influence of ee 








oO | a te! here a ae . 
ne Public Works Committee on the prom 


Mend the desteabileay or otherwise of 
ane that office at the Federal 
and it only shows the parochial 
irit of those members who signed the 
pment! It is pent out Ay there 






ing] “women, 100. cottages would be. re 
He fred. Pe notice that ae the ae 


on 1a or N them ‘and. Senator Hender 
§ on of Western Australia; the honorable 


1en ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory )—_ 
yas. thoroughly antagonistic to °p” 


oval | to the Capital; the honorable 
ne for Melbourne Ports 
M fathows) ; the ex-member for Wimmera 
( ampson) ; ; and the present Minister 
Navy (Mr. Laird Smith), of Tas- 
- The only member of the Public. 


. of the building at Canberra was the — 
nember for Moreton (Mr. Sinclair). 
w ould we hope for a fair deal in” 


“We have an oppattunity on 
ae S ‘ply Bill to intimate to 
vernment that an early start is desired 
parliamentary buildings at Can- 
and I hope that honorable mem- 
vote for the amendment. 






rable member for South Sydney (Mr. — 


g0, . but I do not regard 
ent thon. made. as a com] 


Australia’ than any that may have been | 
made in regard to the F ederal Capital ; i 


(Mr. 


the honorable member for South Sydney : 


rks Committee who voted for the erec- 


| orang arguments can be advanced why - 


the Go-. 


> be strictly regarded. But, in the present — 
CKSON (Bass) [12.50] he instance, it is proposed to depart from a 


talks about a compact made twenty stitution itself—a compact any departure 
a from Rae means a violation of that Con- — 
at gtitution. . it 
















ough to 1a saree) out. There is, hawt 
ever, one compact which means more t 


_I refer to the construction of the north-. 
~ south railway. Although. this work is 
not provided for in the Constitution, there 
was certainly a compact regarding it: Ties 
we have te spend any. money—and, good- 
ness knows, we have not much to spend 
—we should spend it on some reproduc- — 
tive work; and in view of the difficulties — 
encountered through lack of railway com- — 
munication in the Northern Territory, 1t 
1S certainly the duty of this House to | 
_ take some steps in the direction I have 
indicated. \ ‘ a 
Mr. Rirzy—What have we lost on that s oy 
railway already? . 
Mr. JACKSON.—I point out that the ‘, 
railway at present does not finish any- — 
where in particular. oe 
Mr. Rirny:—That was because South —* 
_ Australia and Western Australia did not : 
carry out their compact. oe 
Mr. JACKSON.—However that may 
be, I oppose this motion, because the re- 
ntoval of the Capital is a matter which’ ~~ 
may be left over for a number of years, ~ 
until our: financial position is stronger. — 
To make a first loss is sometimes more ~ 
kuraftable than to try to recover it by 
spending millions, as suggested in the 
present case. : 
Mr. Marr.—Not millions. ? 
Mr. JACKSON.—It is suggested that is 
we should spend £300,000 a year, which 
would soon amount .to millions. Does’ 


















































(Mr. Riley) think that the fact that he 
voted for the transcontinental railway, and 
for the grant to Tasmania, will cause me 
to vote for a proposal which I regard, as 

a wrong one? aoe 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [12.52]. 
















the work of removing the Capital should — 
be proceeded with at. once; but I shall — 
only attempt to advance one or two. We — 
are often told that this or that cannot be 
done. under the Constitution, which must — 


solemn compact embodied in the Con- 


Ady not. think that, Ne ew 
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| “South Wales ie been ee at all fairl y 
in this connexion. It is time that a Com 
‘monwealth of this importance had it 


4 vk ederal : Capital and its Parliament pro- : 
ee . grow up will prevent militaris 


~ perly housed. As to the work being 


productive, I submit that it would ‘prove 


reproductive from the very first. ‘The 
whole of the land there belongs to the 
Commonwealth, and the leasing of it for 
building and other ‘purposes would re- 
_ turn more than the interest on the money 
invested. The building of the. Capital 
would also tend to solve the 


There would not be much tronble in get- 
ting the initial capital, even if we resorted 
‘to the old system of borrowing, because 

I believe that New South Wales itself 
would contribute sufficient. ' 

_ Although I see nothing in the Tatras 
to provide for works at Canberra, I notice 
a very large amount is prov dod. for the 

! he oroduciira purposes of defence and 

the military establishment. It seems to 
me inconsistent to raise the ery of: “NO: 
money,” when evidently we can raise any 
amount for the Defence Department... 1 

protest against this enormous expenditure 
because T believe a system is being 
organized that will eventually Prussianize 
Australia. Not Jong ago, f saw a car- 
toon by an eminent Whelish artist, de- 
pict'ng, in the other world, the shades of 
a German soldier and a British soldier. 
- The German. soldier is saying to the 
Englishman, * They. told me I died to 
‘Prussianize Britain”; and the British 

- goldier is saying to the German soldier, 
-“T died to liberate Germany,’ and then 
‘they both say, “Let us congratulate our- 


selves on our success.” We have been 
' victorious in the war which was to ertish 


militarism and end wars, but it seems to 


m me that it is the other nations which are 
going to get the freedom from militarism. 
| This military 


system, and the piling up 
of huge. se ttne every year, will 
‘prove too great a burden for a small 
population of 5,000,000; and for that 


"reason I think it will be well to effect 


“some reasonable reduction. Of course, 


a certain expenditure is necessary, but, 
in my opinion, we are spending too much 
in building up huge defences which are 


"unnecessary, seeing that to-day there ee 
; one no enemies who could — 
vot | unt ries of the worl orld 





serious © 
: problem of unemployment, if the Govern-- 
ment would only boldly *tackle the job. 


for the family. z the Lesa 




















uae cy +1 believe th wl 


any hold there in the future. R 
only nations gvhich are piling up de 
oe are the Allied natio ir 
Mr. MAHONY ¥ (Dalley) ‘Tp. 16]. —I wik 
to. direct the. attention. of the) T | 
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cants for the invalid pension are re 
on the ground that the total ine 
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of living for the maintenance os 
son. Many such cases hase 0 


ticular, that of a “young Nae who h 
invalided practically from bir 
cal men certify that she is ine 
doing any work, and her paren 
lized to ae ore med 


than an. average of £1 per sy 


for. their offspring to mainta n 


ne ted tN 


I se that ihe Treasurer - | 
way clear to bring down. an “a a 


Bill to do 80. 


permanently invalided and 1 
low any occupation. _ ia 

The moment one soikeltes pe 
Fon of carrying out the solen 
entered into with New Sout 
the Federal Capital should | be 
adie? pore is a howl | 
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the remarkable eee 





















wld the north-south pati Ff 
honoured... The honorable member ap- 
roves of the action of this Parliament 
coming to the financial aid. of Tas- 
mania, making it possible for the State 
» exist in a solvent condition, and he 
would build the north-south eailway in 
ict rder_ 0 carry out a contract entere anto 
ith South Australia, yet we find him 

sing any proposal to carry out a com- 
entered, into with New South Wales. 
ACKSON.—I- pppoe any compact 


1s ee ny - 




































t build fhe north-south railway ! im 
Mr. MAHONY —Certainly. bite am a 
strong” ‘advocate of the earrying out of 
that work at the very earliest opportunity. 
a ae to the principle that the Com- 


oppose a work being carried out in South 
istralia merely because I. am as repre: 
tative of a New South Wales consti- 
ency. The people of New South Wales 
ould not have entered into the Federa- 
tion if they had understood that repre- 
Di iatives of Tasmania and Victoria were 
epared to go back on the compact en- 
‘od into to build the oe —" 


; in all Dan aliy they saa ‘not 
e entered into the Eedeuion- ¥ 


ate. and some of: the. ther States, 
ould be in a yery. insolvent position if 


e Commonwealth from ie people. of 
South Wales. While the people of 
South Wales would not have entered 





the other States would go back on 
1, let me inform hon rable members 
when thew discover » that the ‘Tepre- 













Honorable 





means of rates out of Hoderanens | 


of my argument. 


‘the east-west railway, at any rate. > 


“State capital, 
nters into witha State, and I would not. 


up the solemn treaty made with N 


- member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) ‘and 


had imagined 


State 
‘that, 


rian constitu-— 


ark, _ when 





i anople Oh ane ew Soult Wales roilsen 
that the other States are not prepared to. 
carry out ine Bit cael made wi 












Mr. Prowsz.—If the ae ue 
Western Australia i is much worse, we 


oo you. of | 
Mr. MAHONY.—I am atid that | ite 










us sth 
ree 
ne 


“a 


BownvkEn. —Western Angtratan h . 








ern Australian: uate nce sees AG for 









Mr. 


Mr. MAHONY.—Yes. “No question 
was raised against carrying out the com- 
pact with Western Australia for the bui o 


State has since Bi failed to carry out ‘Sor 1e 
of its obligations in respect of that tine 
We shall never have a national spirit 
Australia until the Federal Parliament is 
established in its own capital at Canberra, 
away from State influences. It is wi 
deniable that a Parliament, sitting in any 

18 consciously uncon- 
sciously under the influence 1 Fie pre- 
valent for the time being in that parti- 
cular State. . For the fature: welfare of 


Australia, it is necessary that we should 


‘get into ourown Capital as soon as’ pos 
sible. 


IT ask honorable members to hesitate 
very seriously before they attempt to tear 









South Wales. : 
Mr. BELL (Darwin) [2. 28 | a spite 
of what hag been said by the honorable 


others, and in spite of the assertion that 
representatives of Tasmania are desirou 
of tearing up a certain compact, and un- 
willing to give to the State of New South 
Wales what is due to her, [ must opp se 
the proposal to spend such an enormous 
amount of money as will be involved im 
building’ the Federal Capital at the pre: 
sent juncture. I take second place to n¢ 
honorable member in advocating expendi 
ture that will be for the benefit ¢ 
Australia as a whole, irrespective. C 
boundaries; but it is obvious 

the present we Can: 


time, ‘ can: 
to spend money in_ us 












not ‘afford 


direction contemplated by the amend: 


ment. When first I went to school, : 
learned that “he is idle who might bs 
He sapbaey ? We. can amend tha 
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aphorism, and say that money is idle when 
it might be better employed. If we 
were to find money to carry on the build- 
ing of the Federal Capital, it might be- 
come necessary to withhold urgent ex- 
penditure in other directions. It has not 
been proved that if this Parliament were 
removed into the desert Capital, Australia 
would benefit. It is mainly upon the 
question of finance that I lodge my pro- 
test, and I intend to continue to strongly 
protest against any and every effort to 
authorize further expenditure on the 
Federal Capital. It has been argued that 
Australia has already laid out £1,000,000 
at Canberra, and that it is lying idle so 
long as nothing further is done. There is 
another aphorism to the efiect that it is 
bad policy to send good money after bad. 
It would be improper to spend another 
£2,000,000 or £3,000,000 simply because 
£1,000,000 is lying idle in the Federai 
Capital. Honorable members who em- 
ploy the argument that the Federal Par- 
liament should be removed from the in- 
fluence of Australia’s large cities are 
merely condemning themselves. Surely 
honorable members come here with some 
other point of view than that of represent- 
ing merely parochial interests. . Surely 
they have some thought for the welfare of 
Australia asa whole. Is it inevitable that 
honorable members who travel to Mel- 
bourne to carry out their legislative 


duties should be influenced by their im- 


mediate surroundings ¢ 

Mr. Rryan.—The honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) wants to send us 
to West Sydney. 

Mr. BELL.—I protest against the 
statements of certain honorable members 
whos have alleged. that Tasmania 


has received her share of the bene- - 


fits arising from the expenditure. of 
Federal money; they are under a misap- 
prehension. It hag been pointed out that 
Tasmania has been receiving £90,000 per 
annum. Honorable members know. the 
circumstances in which it was agreed to 
pay that sum, and they know that there 
was no question of bargaining or of that 
amount being regarded as Tasmania’s dole. 
Public money was paid to that State fol- 
lowing upon careful inquiries. It was 
rightly held that Tasmania, owing to the 
leakage of Customs revenue due .to so 


much of her goods having come into the. 


- mainland first, was entitled to an amount 


8 
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estimated to balance the annual leakage. 
When the island State entered the Fede- 
ration she made no bargain. 


case of N ew South Wales. 
of emphasizing that point, it 
that, twenty years later, 
Wales? bargain. would be repudiated, 
that State would. not have 
into the Federation. 
taken the view that the Federal Bettie 
compact came about largely because of — 
the childish jealousy existing between the — 
two leading cities of Australia. To- qeyek 


however, we are twenty years older. Mel- a 


bourne and Sydney have grown; the 
people of Australia have developed, and — 
should have grown in wisdom. After 
another twenty years our 
should have altogether disappeared, and — 


our outlook should have become truly . 


Australian. 
Mr. Manony.—Where is Tasmania, 
anyhow ? 
Mr. Prowsz.—lIs it a. fact that it has 
been torpedoed 


Mr. BELL.—It is 


tary upon my own statomoeee that, after ~ 


twenty years of Federation, there should 


be members of the Gommpnies ik Par- 


liament. who find it necessary to ask 
“Where is Tasmania?” 


little interest in Australia as a whole, even 
though they may claim to represent 
national interests in this Chamber. The 


honorable member for Bass (Mr. Jack ; 
son) has stated that if Tasmania had ~~ 


known as much twenty years ago as she 


does now, she probably would not have ~~ “ | 
I .do. not. say, 9 


entered the Iederation. 
that; but, perhaps, if Tasmanians had 
been as keen as the representatives of 
some of the larger States, she might have 
driven some hard bargains. 

Mr. 
States would have agreed to Tasmania 
securing any hard bargains. 


Mr. BELL.—Probably mot, for the rea-. me : 
The 1 


es ry 
ae ae 


son that they are more powerful. 
threat that New South Wales might draw 
out of Federation if the Capital is not — 


speedily built at Canberra is, of course, » a 


a joke. Despite the gibes so frequently — 


heard concerning Tasmania, I am pleased a 


come — 
I have* a 


It-has been 
submitted by certain honorable members, _ 
however, that a compact was made in the: Pas 
And, by way 
“has. ah 
been stated that had it been realized . 
New South — 


jealousies — 2 Ae 


a striking commen- « 


hs 


$3); 


I\ take’ 1t thatey 
they db not know. They must possess very _ 
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sais 
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Tupor.—I do not think the other is 
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that I represent a small State in® the 
It is always the big fellow 
who has plenty of friends.. The little 


fellow generally has to look to himself. 


ciency. 


_ Australia has 


I prefer the honour of fighting for the 
little fellow; and, although I may not 


be successful, 1 can at least do my best; 


and my best at this stage is*to*enter an 


emphatic protest against expenditure of 
money on the Federal Capital in the near 
future. - , 

Honorable members will be pleased,,no 
doubt, with the assurance of the Trea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) that the Budget 
is to be brought down before the end of 
August. They will be still more pleased 
tw learn, when the Budget is under re- 
view, that the Government have pro- 
posed various means for bringing about 
economy. 1 desire to refer particularly 
to the matter of 'the High Commissioner’s 
Office. During my election campaign I 
announced that I stood for economy in 
all matters. It is hard for a private 
member to be able to place his finger on 
any specific item, and to say that ex- 
Here, 
however, is an item upon which economy 
can be effected without reduction of elli- 
Last week the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) presented some informa- 
tion concerning the cost of the High Com- 
missioner’s Office. The figures were 
rather startling. They would not have 
been so unpleasantly surprising had hon- 
orable members been satisfied that Aus- 
tralia was securing a beneficial return 


from the representation of the Common- 
wealth in Great Britain. 


When the 
Prime Minister made his statement a 
few weeks ago regarding the resignation 
of the ex-Treasurer (Mr. Watt) he re- 
marked that the: result of: Mr. Watt’s 
resignation was that Austraha would be 


left absolutely without representation at 


certain highly important Conferences. If 
been left without  re- 
presentation the High Commissioner 
should now be on his way back to 


_ Australia, and a successor should be out- 


ward bound. I understand that there is 
at present a gentleman in England who 
is going into the matter of the recon- 
struction of Australia House. Upon 


-_what.lines his investigations are being 
conducted I dé not know. But, when it 


ean be said that Australia Has been left 
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without representation, although we have ~ 
a High Commissioner in London, the Go- 
vernment should apply the lesson which 
it has learned; it should appoint a young 
and vigorous man to take up the Com- 
missioner’s duties in. London, ‘and ™ 
remodel the High Commissioner’s Office 
along the lines of highest efficiency. Ll 
trust that} when the Budget is presented, 
it will be shown that there has been a 

great reduction in the cost of it, for” 
I am of opinion that that would = 


~not retard the efficiency of our repre-~ 


Indeed, ~ 


sentation in the Old Country. 
the expenditure could be very well 
cut down by half, without.the High Com- 
milssioner—whoever he may be in the — 
future—having any qualms concerning 
the maintenance of the dignity of his— 
position. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.45].—It is not © 
a new thing to hear in this Parliament 
complaints made against’ the Federation — 
by ‘the representatives of a particular 
State. New South Wales.is now com- 
plaining that she has not received fair 
treatment, but the same complaint has 
come from Tasmania; from Western Aus- 
tralia, where not so long ago there was a 
secession movement; and from Queens- — 
land—when our white labour legislation — 
was enforced; from South Australia; and 
from Victoria. That every State has in 
turn complained is, to my mind, proof 
that the Federation has dealt fairly with — 
all of them. 


I have risen to refer to a matter which 
is of importance to all honorable mem- ‘ 
bers, the judgment of Mr. Justice Isaacs 
in the recent Ballarat election case. Let 
me read a portion of the Argus report of 
the case, which appeared on the 3rd 
J une— . 


Mr. Justice Isaacs scathingly criticised some 
of the official methods in the conduct of the. 
election, which ‘took place on December 13, 
1919. Mr. Justice Isaacs, in the 
course of his judgment, said that the case. 
raised several extremely important points of 
electoral law, and revealed’a great number of — 
official errors, causing disfranchisement of elec- 
tors. In some cases these errors were due to ~ 
almost incredible carelessness on the parts of 
local presiding officers. He agreed that two of 
the votes had been properly allowed, and went — 


on to refer to a number of cases in which, the _ 


petitioner alleged, persons had been wrongly 
refused a vote. . Petitioner claimed that these. 
and other votes refused vitiated the election. ~ 


y ing. 
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Speaking of a Mrs. Senile, Mr. Justice 
Isaacs said— 
Clearly she was deprived of her vote by official 
error. Alfred Reason, enrolled for Ballarat 
Bast, and Alfred Crowther, enrolled for Bunin- 
yong, went to Duverney polling booth out- 
side the electorate to vote as absentees. They 
were told that no blank absentee ballot-papers 
were left. The presiding officer was asked to 
alter some ballot-papers he had, bat the sug- 
gestion was not acceded to, and the men, after 
waiting a considerable’ time, left without vot- 
Seven persons, duly qualified to vote, 
were, by official error, prevented from voting. 
; There could. not be any doubt that, 
but for that official error in omitting the sur- 
name of McGrath, that vote would have made 
the numbers equal. In such case the D-.R.O. 
would have been called on to decide by his 
casting vote. The official errors appearing. in 
the Ballarat section of the case placed the 
matter beyond question. It was clearly proved 
that they affected the result, and it was the 
duty of the Court, in compliance with the Act, 
to declare that Edwin Thomas John Kerby was 
not duly elected for Ballarat, and that the 
election was absolutely void. 


No costs were allowed. After the 19038 
election, two petitions were lodged—Dr. 
Maloney petitioning against the return 
of Sir Malcolm MeEKacharn ‘for Mel- 
bourne, and Mr. Chanter against the re- 
turn of Mr. Blackwood for Riverina. 
Subsequently, in an Appropriation Aet— 
No. 21 of 1905—Parliament voted £100 
each to all four gentlemen as an allow- 
ance towards their expenses, and in 1913 
a grant of £250 was made to Mr. @han- 
ter. In regard to neither of those elec- 
tions did the presiding Judge make such 
a pronouncement against the electoral 
officials as was made the other day by 
Mr. Justice Isaacs in regard to the con- 
duct of the Ballarat election. In all 
probability official errors have been made 
in connexion with the return of prac- 
tically every member of the House, but 
the voting is not generally so close as it 
was in the Ballarat division. Probably, 
were the difference between the candi- 
dates only five votes, almost any election 
could be upset on that score. But when 
an election is upset through no fault of 
the candidates, they should not be 
penalized. I understand that an appli- 
cation has been made on behalf of Mr. 
Kerby that, as the election was declared 
to be invalid because, of the mistakes 
made by officials, he should not be re- 
quired to pay the expenses incurred in 
contesting it. I have also seen the Min- 
ister for Home and Territories (Mr. 
Mr. Tudor. 


_—There is much to be said for the con- ) 
tention of the Leader of the cna , 


— 2) 1920-21. 












of June wrote this letter te nian su 
Melbourne, ryt 
12th hatha Tene 
DEAR SIR, 

With reference to my interview with you on. 
the 5th instant, regarding the petition for thor 
Ballarat seat, I have to request that the ques- 
tion of the Electoral Office paying the costs of ~ 
this suit on both sides be favorably considered. 

‘As you know, many difficult points in con- — m ie 
nexion with dlectoral law have now been . Ke: 
settled. ae ot 

According to the judgment of Judge Isaacs, Fe 
the voiding of the election was due to mistakes © vis 
made by electoral officers, and not to either _ 
party or candidate. A, 

The Judge ordered that a shorthand Writer ¥ 
be appointed to take notes of the evidence. 

This cost each side £60. In my opinion, the fe 
Department should pay for this. Ne 

Section 197 of the Electoral Act provides 
that no counsel or solicitor should appear un- 
less the parties consent, or the Judge. orders 
this to be done, Mr. J. Kean, who ee 
for Mr. MeGrath, would not consent to this. 
The other side applied to the Court, and Mr iy 
Justice Starke ordered that the parties be Ce 
represented by solicitor and \counsel. ist 

IT shall be glad if oe will favorably con- ae 
sider this matter. Suma me = 

Mir) Mose —Have you conan ‘a 
reply to that letter? ede 

Mr. Poywron.—lI have told the hon- | 
orable member that the request hag been * 
referred to the Crown Law Department. 
We are entirely in sympathy with the aie: 
application. ie be 

Mr. TUDOR.—Furthermore, I cade eee 
stand that, in the cases of Mr. Palmer 
and Mr. Ch anter; who succeeded in un- 
seating, by their petitions, the gentlemen 
first declared elected, the parliamentary | 
allowance was paid as from the date of 
the original election. I do not say that — 
the gentleman who was in December last ° 
returned for Ballarat, and sat here for 
some time, should be asked to refunds Gis 
what was paid to him.by way of parlias a 
mentary allowance; but Mr. McGrath, 
who unseated him, wage was kept: out he 
the seat for a time by the fault of the 
officials, should be paid the allowance Me 
from the 13th December—the date of the — 
original election. I trust that the Go- 
vernment will give favorable considera-~ 
tion to this matter, so that justice may 
be done to all parties concerned. 4 

Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) [2. 55 |. 
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(Mr. Tudor). © Clearly, the ont ult 
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stab- 


i by its eee 9 or the 
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ig question ; ane in my opinion, fie | 


le of New South Wales do not care 
ap of the fingers about it. I cannot 
out who it is “that wants this Federal 
nah hs | res | 


2, 


. . ae —It is the representatives of 


6! the representa us that a 


Pink hy 


g, and what my " honageble friend 

The people of 
New ‘South Wales aliad that they. are 
ea ly burdened with taxation, and their 


te to the ‘oe 

DD covteremernt ‘aa 
nore than, any other part of 
in reach: normal 


Ae building ae 
b eaaeeced with, | 


in the 


; Bay to*Canberra. 


much - “ae, and — 


- members 


here before the war. 


‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—I urge my st 
orable friends, *who. nee an oe ei 


Sir 
does not concern me seen, 
my electors are anxious that thay sh ll 
ke released from 
and not that they — furth 
burdened. That is the ee ae 
involved at the present time. When 


are in such desperate financial straits, 


way suggested would be litt le 
short of madness and criminal folly. 


any feeling in any of the States, even 
New South Wales, in favour of this Fed 
ral Capital project, I suggest that, at the 
next election a.referendum be taken as 
to whether the Capital shall be proceeded 
with immediately or deferred until. taxa- 
tion has been reduced to normal dimer 
sions. Everybody is ready to assist in 
the establishment of the Federal Capital 
when we can afford to do so, but there 
no urgency about the project. Parlia- 
ment dare not overlook the ultimate finan- 
cial liability; we must consider, — 


‘merely the erection of buildings at C 


berra at the present time, but also: th 
construction of a railway from Jerv 
It was realized fron 
the very beginning that there must be a 
Federal port at Jervis Bay. I quite ii 
dorse eae view.: Without a Federal | 


by the grace of New South Wales, an ae : 
railways belonging to that State. . -There- 
fore, we must realize that, in voting fo 
the ‘construction of the Federal Cap 

we are committing ourselves also to 


_ penditure on a railway from Jervis - 


I do not delude myself with the hope 


who represent New { 
Wales, but I say that, if they were ° 


earnest in their desire to represent th 


referendum upon this. apaneni 
sire of my electors to oy relieved 0 





not to be called upon to pay at the pre- 


regard to the report recently iarnineds 


debts, and we have had illustrations of 
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_ ber for Bass (Mr, Jackson) told us quite 


South: Wales, as. 3 Epeaiad 2 in ae Const ; 


















































as our financial a eens us to Wael : 
with this matter we shall have a right to ong Robe 
take it into consideration. But to- Aner gave an diate of the other 
‘when our finances are in the direst con- avoiding payment, namely, the ¢ 
dition, and when the people - have de- postponement without a distinct r 
“manded that Parliament shall. take every tion of the’ debt, the suggestion th 
opportunity of exercising’ economy in inconvenient to pay at the present time, 
every direction, we have no right to con- ‘but if the bill is renewed for anotl er 
template expenditure such as is proposed. three months the debtor may be in 
‘It must be remembered that if money is better position to meet his obligati n. 
wasted at Canberra other works more use- honestly and sincerely believe ‘that 
ful, and more necessary, must be neglected, be better in the interests of the Com 
and important matters which demand con- wealth and of Federal. legislatio: 
siderg tion will be sacrificed. this Parliament should not meet 
Mr. Warxrys.—I have not heard the of the great centres. of population. 
honorable member raise his voice once hear slighting remarks about peop 
against all the expenditure that is taking” ing influenced by associations. But UL 
“placa in Melbourne at the present'time. 18, and always must be, a very gr Ht 


-. direct influence through the assoc ns 
» Sit ROBERT BEST.—Melbourne is of people in big centres. That infl nee 
“not securing any greater expenditure than is felt in. this House ‘conscious ae 
it is entitled to, But if the honorable a co ‘ 
member can prove that any unreasonable 
or, unfair expenditure has been incurred — iP ciee applet eee centres? 


in Victoria, I shall join with him in con- Mr. BOWDEN._No.. Ir . 
ie dation — na ee 
-demning it. It has been established that we haverno chance of croatige uae 


the creation of even a temporary capital 
would involve the expenditure of millions ee ee in P ee 8 io ; 
of pounds, which the community ought fe. a setae ‘i 

? State capital. The honorable mem 


Kooyong said that he did not kne wha 
influence was behind the agitation fc 
removal of this Parbament) to Cai nberra 





‘sent time. JI challenge any honorable 
member toyrefer to any Federal expen- 
diture unfairly ineurred in Victoria. 
Inquiry will establish the fact that, as,a 
rule, all expenditure of the kind has been 
incurred on the recommendation or order 
of a Minister from another State. In 


endiee shall be Drones an 
fore he is opposed to it. The best 


the feeling reflected by the" crepe 
to the House by the Public Works tives of New South Wales, Asa. ge 
Committee, only two members. of ‘that rule, honorable members do not. se 


eed are Victorian representatives, whilst. 
three are from Western Australia. The 
Committee endeavoured to frame an House if we were out a eae * 
banal report, and their recommenda- the views of the majority ‘of our ¢o 
tion should’be received in good faith. I jueuts, The honorable member for 
* join with other honorable members in yong (Sir Robert Best) said t f 
protesting against the wasteful and flag- far as he knows the Federal 1 Ca 
rant expenditure at Canberra which is ‘ 
‘suggested by the ae sae of the amend- 
moent, » : . 


Mr, ‘BOWDEN (Nepén) [3.8] Cs 
foe two ways of avoiding the payment of 









ae agitation for the ae 
Federal cage to. ,Canberrs 
both this afternoon. The honorable mem- | 


Vane that he advocates a policy of re- _ 
- pudiation, so far as the debt to New. 


ri ery: ais Sila et RI 















| i | 
‘towards the Federal Capit 


Jowrrr.—Because the Leag 


d the electors to ask the ques 
. BOWDEN, —If* Victorian 










tions of that character, they have re 
v weak case. No talking can evade 


he fact that a pion to > establish. the 

































SGelberatély: inserted in the Consti- 


eople call it a bad bargain, or whether 
they say that New South Wales acted 
untederally in insisting upon that con- 
“compact - was made. The original 
enabling Bill was. not-carried in» New 


a d the section in regard to the Federal 
Ca ital. ‘was inserted as an inducement 


ration. ‘Te New South" Wales had + 
out; Queensland would not have» joined, 
. nd, there would have been no TWedien: 
It i is edges that the ee ma- 





ee i thcaht to secure the adop- 
of the original enabling Bill; and a 
mk now the opposition that we had to meet. 

When the second enabling Bill was 
3 before the people, I was one of 





y 2 | ae 4 


a) Mr. (ee aid you a 


-a confidence trick on the electors? 


_ BOWDEN. —I _ play ed no! con- 


! - people to whom T put. Phat argu- 
nt now say that they have been mis- 
and that Victoria never meant that 
preement should be carried out. _ 
» Brennan.—Do not the New South 
s people understand the principle of 
that you must come into Court 
an hands? If their object was 
ais wful or immoral, we are not Pend 
honour the compact. oi 

‘Mr. BOWDEN.—I quite agree ith 
0 ES member; and if he —¢an 
t ee thls be is either immoral 








oh it i 


on; but the fact remains that a defi-. 


 Sovth Wales by. the requisite majority, 


OU oe a Be ‘concerned there never ha 
been a time when there was any mo 
to: spend on the Federal Capital. 


“I do not care whether or not 


4 


Federal’ Territory, we would obtain: 


be only leaseholds; 


- tion house at Canberra if they could get. : 
the land, but they can get land neither « on 


have. no money has been used over . 


great amount that is required, tho cae 


~millions and millions, and it will be 
gradual expenditure. 


of beeper! and it has been_ said thal 


Nb \ ‘ aie i ia 
gS I bates 
p No, 2) 




































‘Sir c osnpit Coox. hiding or Aounaret “ 
“Mr. BOWDEN —Nor unmoral. After 
twenty years of delay and constant post- 
ponement the time has come to carry out 
the agreement. The argument that’ we 


over again; but so far as members fr 


Mr. Rirey.—We can raise the mor 
in New South Wales to build the Capital 
Mr. BOWDEN .—That is an. & 
ment that I have not used, but New So th 
Wales will find the money. It is not. a 





honorable. members have talked ab 
If this Parlia 
wold do the sane and. proper thing, 4 
scll the freehold of. the» land An 


the money we require. The dine 

arises simply because Parliament. 
its wisdom decided that there shouts 
and at the prese 
time no man can "take up a leasehold 
for’ building, because there are no regula 
tions. There are men in Sydney who 
would undertake to build an accommoda-. 


a ninety-nine- year lease nor on freehold. 
A great deal has been made of the “burden 


he Capital, New Sous Wales ae ne 
quite. one-half, as it bears one-half of all 
other expenditure. 

Mr. Tupor.—No, it does not.. 

Mr. 
produces one-half of the revenue of the 
po cae dealest si 


sibeadae: " Sydney hapnevs to. bel 
terminal port, and much revenue th a 
should be credited to Queensland | 
eredited to New South Wales. wag 
Mr. BOWDEN.—At any rate, — 
South Wales would practically pay or 
half of the cost... I think I have s 
enough to show that the request made b: 
myself and others is not an unreasonabl le 
one, namely, that Parliament should 
honour the Federal obligation. The Par. 
liament has been Baked to honour oth 


a 





: : country? q 
could be shown, there might be something — 














~ promises made at ithe: ineannon of 
Vederation. It was asked by Western | 
Australia to honour averbal promise made 
by Mr. Deakin and others to build the 
transcontinental railway, and the promise 
was honoured, although it was not part of 
the Constitution: Other States have 
also been treated very fairly. 


Mr. GABB. —What about South Aus- 
tralia? | 
- Mr. BOWDEN. —South Australia 


understood that the north-south railway 
would not. be built immediately. 

Mr. Gass.—But we eae rt before 
the year 2000! 

Mr. BOWDEN.—And so does New 
' South Wales expect to have the Federal | 
~ Capital; ‘and I submit that all these 
promises should be honoured in the order 
am which they were made. . : 
. Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3. 24) — 
The question, as it appears to me, is not 
of very vital importance to the great 
_ bulk of the people of Australia, who are 
the wage-earning men and women. 

‘Mr. Rozurr Coox.—The people who 
really matter ¢ 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—-Of course. ae 13 


aoiaiee ial to the working men and women 


mm 


where the Capital is situated. “What. bene- 


_ fit is any particular situation for the Capi- 
tal going to be to them? “What bearing 
will it have on their lives? As one who 
was sent here to represent the interests 
cf working men and women, I fail to see 
how all this agitationefor a specific site 
for the Seat of Government’vitally affects 
_ the interests of the people as a whole. For 
all practical purposes, the Capital might — 
as well be in Rabaukas in Canberra. What 
effect can the situation of the Capital — 
_ have on wages or the general conditions | 
of the working men and women of the 
Jf any influence of that kind 


- in the argument for a change in the Seng! 
of Government. 


The only argument I 
have heard in favour of any action is the 
influence of the Victorian press. 

Mr, Rozsert Coox.—Do you not think 
that that influence would follow the Par- 
lament? 


Mr, CONSIDINE .—That influence, i in 


my opinion, is a very negligible quantity. 
‘The men and women of “Australin are . Mr. 
- beginning to think for themselves, and member is. 
here more sense than to take any notice 






sither ther Wietorian¢ or the see peek 


Rat) Me it Ayo 


tion was established, and that 


does not matter, and we are ve 
able in Melbourne. 


New South Wales, ough 


: ‘able Bes is pavteipating 
-aptactice. id He ) 
= Mr. J OWETT. LEW are 


“an ie a 




































ea Wales was cas: Bos 


rangement was made part and par { 
the Constitution. I am surprised th 
orable members, who are such lata’ ie 
porters of constitutionalism - and. 
advocates of adhering to written pr 
and honorable understandings, shou 
vocate any departure from the x 
compact. We were told that a rea 
the world’s catastrophe — wast. 
pudiation of certain doemen O1 
euarantees—that. the world - was engul 


because of the tearing up of a “sera 
“paper.” 


We are now told by th 
people-that the understanding bety | 
State and a number of others when J 
ration was inaugurated does not mat 
that though New South Wales ma 
been promised the Capital, the p 


~The ont 
can see for supporting the r 
Capital is that it forms part 
the Federal Constitution. 


and Parliament ee ject 

it should be at Canberra. 
Mr. ‘Roperr Cook. —Have it” 

ney, a save expense. 


"CONSIDINE the 


removed A aes but tie: mus . o 
a “constitutional ” way. There doe 
seem to be any. adverse movement | 
of the name, or any organized o 
to oe the agreement, but 






in squandering money. — 


‘CONSIDINE. Th i 





les reviewed, and another one sub- 
tuted, with the consent of New 
uth Wales and the other States. It 
akes no difference to the working man 
of Australia whether the Capital is at 
-Broken Hill, Canberra, : Neweastle, or 
Melbourne. 
‘Mr. MAXWELL (Fawkner) [3. page — 
‘Since I last had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing honorable members, I have had 
e privilege of travelling a little “in 
orthern Queensland. | also saw 
omething of New South Wales and lower 
- Queensland, and wherever I was I took 
€ opportunity of entering into conver- 
ation with all sorts and conditions of 
men and women, with a view to seeing 
how far Federal matters interest the 
citizens of the Commonwealth, especially 
n regard to the question of the removal 
of the Seat of Government to Canberra. 
The impression left on my mind was that 
: there is not the slightest interest taken in 
this matter, outside a narrow circle of © 
rested people. Were I convinced that 
the wish of the citizens of Australia, 
will be called upon to pay the piper, 
; the Seat of Government should be 
isferred to Canberra I would un- 


7 do btedly vote for it, but I am satisfied. . 


the people of Australia, staggering 
-a tremendous debt, are not desirous 
ding to that financial obligation and 
perfectly content to wait for the 
ansference of the Capital until some 
‘more favorable season. Generally speak- 
ing, I believe that the way in which we 
ort ourselves in this House, and the . 
have been doing to-day, are to a large 
extent responsible for the lack of interest 
om shown in Fedéral matters. The boat in 
which I was~travelling was delayed at 
5 d 


the. opportunity of walking about the 
ig town. As I was anxious “to gain some in- 
xs _ formation about some of the trees I spoke 

to an intelligent-looking middle-aged 
man who was passing, and put some ques- 
ions to him. Afterwards I got into 
< _ conversation with him about Federal 
matters, and said, ‘‘ By the way, who is 
_ the Federal member for Townsville?” He 

| Sob othink:: he is a man named 
web said ys °° 1 sam perf 
it is not Mr, Dooley, becaus 





, 1920.] 












































e we waste over trivialities, as we 


Townsville for an hour or two, and I had 
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no Mr. Dooley in the Federal House.” 
Then he thought for a little while, and 
said, ‘‘If it is not Dooley I believe it is 
Ryan.” I replied, “‘It is not Ryan. | 
There is only one Ryan, and he is the 
member for West Sydney.” The man 
scratched his head, and then said, * If 
is not Dooley, and is not Ryan, i donot 
know who our member is.” That is. about 
the extent of the interest taken ip 
Federal matters by the people in these 
remote districts. There is a feeling among 
them that the Federal Parliament ne- 
glects their interests. It would not mat 
ter to them where the Federal Capital was 
situated so long as they got decent os 
lation. 


Mr. Tupor.—Does the bonordile: mem.- 
ber think that the fact. that they do nob 
know their representative’s name amounts - 
to much? Does he believe that 2 per — 
cent, of the people in Victoria know whe 
represent them in the Legislative Council? a : 


Mr. MAXWELL.—In answer to my © 
friend, I am sorry to say that I believe 
it is only too true that very little interest — 
is taken in Federal matters outside cer- 
tain circles, And this House is very 
largely responsible for that lack of im-— 
terest. People, generally, are ati 
so absolutely sick of the way in which tt 
deals with business matters that they de 
not care practically who are elected te _ 
represent them or where their representa- us 
tives sit. sone 


Mr. WartKINS. ithe honorable. mem-— 
ber ought to be the last man in the oon 
to make that statement. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—-I am saying what t 
believe. When we, as business men, act 
and deal in a common-sense and business : 
‘like way with the matters that come be-— 
fore us the people will begin to take an 
interest in what we do. So long as we 
fritter away our time and waste it upon 
trivialities, they will not care a snap of bee. 
fingers what happens. | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Barcante @ i 
Treasurer) [3.38].—After this controversial | 
debate, I hope that we shall get the Sup- 
ply Bill through. My concern is to get 
the, money with which to pay the Federal 
public servants, and, incidentally, our- . 
selves. It is about time we came to a 
decision on the matter of the transference 
of the Seat of Government to Canberra. 
Of course, there is absolutely no feeling — 
about it, nobody cares very much about ib: 
but somehow or other, uecinenhalhys and 
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ao not be ‘‘talked out’’ 





_tacle: 


te I suppose, we Pave: bis aren) ies of the fovea ‘may { 
‘Nearly all the representatives of ‘regard to the question, it is one , which 


“not to be dec ded absolutely by Mini 


‘New South Wales are in favour of the 


- Federal Capital being begun immediately, — 


. a while-nearly all the representatives of Vic- 
-toria are against it, and, of course, hon- 


 orable members represent: ng both States 


; look at the question from a national point 
_ Of view. 


However, that is how the matter 
stands to-day, and how it has stood for 
twenty years past, and I am afraid that 
1s how it will continue to stand, 


Mr. Freminc.—What we object to is 
that it has remained too long in that posi- 
tion. 


‘Sir J OSEPH COOK .—The “point E 
wish to make is that it is not quite fair to 


enter into a highly controversial question 


of this kind when a Supply Bill is before 


the Committee, the very essence of which 


is that it should not contain any contro- 
yersial subjects. | Everything has been 
excluded from this Bill that could lead to 


party feeling or controversy of this kind. 


Of course, it goes without saying that 


taken. 


ee 


not. 


Mr. Rirtey.—There ies be enonee 
i Victorians to “ talk ib out ’*all night. 


there should be ventilation of grievances 


before granting Supply; but may I sug- 
gest that the present is not an appropriate 


time for testing this matter by a vote of 
honorable members. 
be available when such a step may be 
For instance, next Thursdaw 45a 


Other occasions will 


Grievance Day. 


Mr. Ritey.—That will be of no advan- 
se to us because the matter could be 
ef | talked Out... 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK. ve elt depend 
Wola tly on the honorable ance 
whether the matter was ‘“‘ talked out ”’. 


JOSEPH COOK. —The mieeer 
unless the 


Sir 


_ House permitted it. That, I suggest, would 







_ be the proper way in which to submit the 
question to the arb:trament of the House. 
- However, the Government, through the 
‘mouth of their Prime 
. Hughes) made certain pledges on this sub-. 
_ ject at the recent election, 
_ pledges they will endeavour to carry out. 


Minster (Mr. 
and those. 


When the Budget is presented I hope it. 


will contain an earnest of the Govern- 
_ment’s intention in recard to Canberra ; 


‘but 1’ remind honorable members that the 


House as the tribunal | ‘which must ulti- 
‘4 Ce as some 





1 ‘ately decide the matter. 


ie in this Pere: 


of the Federal con in the terms of 


‘merits of the question—the time. t] 


month Be August, at I shall do 






































without reference to the House } 
Mr. Ritey.—What is the Gove nD 


‘ 


constitutional ‘agreement entered 
twenty years ago. In pursuance of t 

agreement, and in consequence of the vote 
and deliberations of this House, 
sums of money have already been 
at Canberra. I do not wish to dic Ss 


has gone by; but I ask the } 
member for South Sydney, now 
has ventilated the nese and honor 


be aed: to ote a dec'sion ‘upon j 
have cca told honorable membe 


to carry out that promise. 


Mr. RitEy.—Will you alae 
money on the Estimates which wil 
the work to proceed at Canberra? 


ie Saute: COOK. ect, have : 


loved Reta: of the Federal Capita 
there I hope the mater will be a ed 


man lace Saud that an svi of tha 
wane be found in the Estimates. | 


stanline I ee that ne ne 
ber will withdraw the amend 
can gain nothing by pressing at 
division, except that perhaps some 
able members might have to vote 
it who, in other me sac © 
probably vote for it. 


Mr. RILEY | (South Sydney) 
I am prepared to wait a few weeks 
the Budget is produced, on the d 
understanding that the Governme 
carry out its promise, and as I do: 
to force the matter at the present 
ask leave of the Commi 
my amendment. 



















































ink the time has come when th re 
ibe a thorough overhaul of the 
on in connexion with the office of 
igh Commissioner. Matters are unsatis- 
ctory to-day, not only to the gentleman 


ment and to the people of Australia. We 
are getting virtually no return for the 
money laid out. There are continual 
complaints in Australia that the ‘High 
Commissioner is doing practically nothing. 
I understand that Mr. Fisher’s view is 
hat. whenever there is anything import- 
ant to be done, a Commonwealth Minister 
ig sent to London to do it. I do not wish 
to utter a threat, but merely to intimate 
to the Government that, unless a com- 
lete statement is made before or on the 
ntroduction of the Budget, I will test the 
3 eeling of the House upon the question 
_ whether or not the High Commissioner- 
ship is to be retained as at present. 


_ Australia is certainly getting no com-- 


-mensurate return for the. money expended 

“in London, and it can scarcely be a matter 
of the men who have been appointed to 
the High Commissionership, for both Sir 
George. Reid and Mr. Fisher have been 
leaders of Australian public opinion, and 
ave occupied with honour the highest 
office in the Commonwealth, namely, that 
f Prime Minister. If Mr. Hughes had 
gone Home as High Commissioner, and 
Mr. Fisher had remained here as Prime 
ster, the latter, no doubt, would have 
jou rneyed to London to transact Aus- 
-tralia’s business, and Mr. Hughes would 
have been permitted to do nothing. 


Mr. Fisher. 


Mr. “McWILLIAMS.—It is, and ot 
want it clearly understood that I am not 
raising the matter in any personal sense. 
If Mr. Fisher is not competent to carry 
- out the duties of his office the fact, should 
have _been made known long ago, and a 
successor appointed. % At any rate, the 
. time is rotten ripe for a change.. 


Mr. Fenton.—It is about time we had 
“one Australian representative in London 





eden 
Ra re McWILLIAMS. Th is. 


: Sir Josuru Coox.—The only answer 
- necessary at the moment is that Australia 
sends very many less representatives. to 
London. ian almost any. other Dominion. 





‘MeWILLIAMS (Pranklin) (3. A. 


Iding that office, but to the Govern- . 


‘him as a man: 


Mr. Warxins.—That is very unfair to. 


instead of a High Commissioner and six 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Then, all I can _ 
say is that the various Dominions’ Hae 
despatch a power of men to London. :' 

Sir Josep Coox.—Canadian Mitintege 
are continually coming and going. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Canada is very 


foolish to allow such a state of affairs Route 
continue. : 







Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—And ie Canada ) 
its various State Ageuts-General ? , 


Sir Joszpa Coox. Certainly } 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am utterly 
dissatisfied with the manner in which the 
High Commissioner’s office is conducted, 
and I emphasize that I am not making 
this .a personal matter, for when Mr 
Fisher was in this Paden ene iy differed 
with him politically, but always respected 
It is now for honorable 
members to say whether the High Com-— 
missionership shall be continued as ab 1s 
present or not. If the High Commissioner 
is to be retained in London, let him do 
the work for which he is highly paid, and 
let. us put an end to this perambulation — 
of Ministers back and forth between Mey a 
bourne and London. ay 


Sir JoszpH Coox.—I believe that 
Tasmania has sent as many Ministers to — 
England as the Federation; and more, Th au 
fk. 4 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That a 
tainly not the case. 


Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [3.50].— 
The attitude of the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), I take it, 
is that the High Commissionership should 
be retained, but that the gentleman hold- 
ing that office should be a Minister of the _ 
Crown. That is precisely the view which 
I propounded when I returned to Aus: 
tralia. I found, in London, that Mr. 
Fisher had no powers whatever, and that 
every little question as it cropped up had 
to be referred to Australia so that he 
might secure advice and _ instruction. 
I saw for myself the necessity for a High 
Commissioner in London, and for. the 
establishment of Australia House. ek 

Sir JosepH Coox.—In norma] times 
there are always 3,000 or 4,000 Aus: 
tralians in London. | 


Mr. McGRATH.—I quite believe thal ) 
No one who has paid a visit to Australia 
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House, particularly if he were there 
during the war years, can question. 
the necessity for the 


representatior 








ot | “Australia in the ‘capital ue ae! 





the expense of having Commonwealth 
from Great Britain. If a Minister 
were appointed to the High Commis- 


- cumstances, considerable eoulile and ex- 
pense would be saved the Commonwealth. 
‘I trust that the Government will favor- 
ably consider that point. If a Minister 
is sent to London, he will be representa- 
tive of the Government of the day, which 
_ reflects the opinions of the majority of 
the people of Australia. An enormous 
amount of work was done in Australia 
House throughout the war. People who 
remained in the Commonwealth will 
- scarcely credit, and can hardly be ex- 
pected to appreciate the facts. In one 
branch. alone, namely, the Pensions 
- Branch, there was tremendous activity. 
It. may be news to some honorable mem- 
bers that, of our first and second Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force Divisions, fully 
30 per cent. of its personnel had their 
next-of-kin in Great Britain. The result 
was that a vast amount of pension work 
had to be conducted in Australia House. 
The building of that structure was a very 
fine business deal. Upon the establish- 
ment of a branch of the Commonwealth 
bpable in. London during the war, no 
suitable premises were available except a 
portion of Australia House. To-day ° 
nearly one-half of that building is occu- 
pied by the Commonwealth Bank, and 
during the war years its activities were 
conducted mainly to suit the convenience 
of our soldiers abroad. Any one who 
spent some time in London, and witnessed 
the operations of the — Commonwealth 
Bank in Australia House, must have 


reared such a fine structure in London, 
and that it was housing our own Com- 
i Pe onwentth ‘banking institution. 
there is a good deal of waste in Australia 
House. There is a considerable amount 
_@f frill, which ought to be cut out. 
- There are many officials housed in various 
corners of that building who seem to be 
(Baking a pretty good living out of Aus- 





with Commonwealth conditions. In ‘the 
office of the Victorian Agent-General © 
there is not a single individual, except 
the Agent- General himself, I Believe, who 
has ever been in Australia; and there are | 


Mr. Path. re 








- Bmpr; but it is unnecessary to incur 


- Ministers continually travelling to and 


\ a eo cckip: with power to.act in all cir-- 


_ been gratified to know that Australia had 


Still, 


tralia, but who are entirely out of touch. 


 Maay other persons employed in Aue 
_ tralia House who have no_ Pi gett é 















iwhitaver of Aten tian lif 
not competent to speak of t 
wealth, or, for example, to ba 
tions of those. who may be think 
emigrating. Now that a fresh 
ment is about to be made, 1. 
Government to consider thas qu tion — 
whether it is wise to simply appoint — 
an agent who has no power whateve 
I understand that Mr. Fisher st 
has to ask for instructions upon L 
_and every matter that crops up. 
however, a Minister were appo 
he could deal without delay with 
important matters as 
connexion with war loans, and— ae ic 
represent Australia at International ' 
ferences. It would then be no lo 
‘necessary to send any one else overs¢ 

I wish to refer, also. to the di 
tion of Anzac tweed. In a reply which 
the Assistant Minister for Defence Sir 
Granville Ryrie) Baye to an Pee a 
member, : ) 
manufactured at - our or 
Mills was being sold to the okie 
a yard. I regretted to hear that 
ment. If any one should set an e: 
against profiteering, it should — 
Government of the day. As a 
of the Returned Sailors and: Soldi 
perial League, I was able to purch 
cloth for the suit which Iam no ry 
ing for £1 9s. 9d. I obtained it t 
the League. It is splendid materi 
I ask the Government not to seek 
make a profit from the operation o 
Commonwealth Mills so long as th y 
expenses. The people should be p 
ted to enjoy some of the benefits ar 
from this public activity, and shou 
able to secure this excellent chea 
which the Commonwealth Mills ar 
ing out. Its distribution should 
confined to returned soldiers alone. — 
the widows and pret of : 









































































a their services abroad. jirrespecti 

whether or not they belonged tp the 
turned Sailors and Soldiers 1 
League. _ However, I can he: i 


pond acu ite PitButiows it ha 
expenses of salaries cae rent, an 







































r te! ae that es to distribu! ~ the 
th to non-members. The tweed should 
2 distributed through the Repatriation, 
some other such Department; and it 
ould be made available to all returned 
ldiers, to all returned nurses, and to all 
pei and children of deceased soldiers. 


. RYAN (West Sydney) [3. a — 
‘Through which Department are the ex- 
penses of administering the War ete 
cautions Act paid? 

_ Sir Joserpx Coox.—I think, through 
iY the Attorney-General’; Department. | 
Question resolved in the affdemntanen 


Resolution reported.. Standing Orders 
ae and resolution adopted. — 


ng Resolution of SED EY reported and 
pa roe 
| Ordered— 

“That Sir Joseph Cook ana Mr. Greene do 


i "prepare and bring in a Bill to ee. out he 
foregoing resolution. 


_ Bill presented Byes Sir J OSEPH Goons and 


" owiiniitice a 
Clause 1 agreed to. 


5 ; ‘or towards making aed the Supply a 
at: anted to His Majesty for the service of the 


Revenue Fund "for Hie parpems ae services 
ressed in the schedule to this Act, and the 


‘ to issue and apply the moneys ‘authorized to be 
sued and applied. 


r. RYAN (West Sydney) a a eT 
ish to test the feeling of the Committee 
on a matter of very great p rerten, 
and, therefore, move— __ 


rds be inserted :— 


pended or applied under the authority of 


further deportations of residents of Aus- 
OR tralia. without first being found guilty 
after ‘having ‘a charge made against them 
§ and being afforded the opportunity of a 





ply, 1920. is 


“venk the i Bs under foot of. Me agna 


‘the War Precautions Act. 


‘That afiber the word “Act” the following 


“Provided that no moneys shall be ex- 


this Act for the purpose of effecting any 


just. 


Ne. 9) 1920-21. ell 
















iy 
Charta, as has beenj done by this Go- 
vernment of late, and also its adoption — 
of Star Chamber methods. I do not i 


wish to delay the Cogiiiienae 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta- re 
Treasurer) [4.5]—I am sorry that the 
honorable member has raised this matter 
in connexion with a Supply Bull, because 
it is most controversial. ae 


Mr. Ryan.—lIbt is very perl) 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I admit its oO 
portance, and for that reason it should 
not be raised in connexion with a Supply 
Bill which has been carefully framed to 
avoid matters of a controversial nature. 


Mr. Ryay.—l wish to ‘prohibit. you a 
from expending money in administering 
If you are 
hamstrung in the way I propose, you can- J 
not do it. ne 

Sir J OSEPH COOK.—The Govern : 
ment will carry out deportations if they | 
are found to be necessary, no matter what 
the honorable member may move. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster. ee people de 
mand it. 7 


Mr, RYAN ( West Sy died) [4. eT 
The right honorable gentleman must bear 
it in mind that the Government cannot 
do these things except with the support 
of the majority in Parliament, and I wish 
every member of the House to say where 
he is in this matter. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—We shall be den 
lighted . have the opportunity of Ge ', 


so. 


Mr. RYAN.—Are honorable nara 
in favour of having persons deported from — 
this country—and my amendment refers 
to future deportatioms—without a specific 
charge being laid against them, and with-— 
out a fair trial? I am against that sort 
of thing, and the people of Australia— 
will want to know what attitude Ri 
member is prepared to adopt in regard 
to it. * y 

Sir JoszrpH Coox.—The honorable | 
member professes to be anxious to line. 
up every member of this House on the. 
subject, and yet has waited until two- 
thirds of the members have left before he 
decides to do ‘so. 

Mr. RYAN.—The Minister is most ae 
I have refrained from speaking a 


; 
Pe LY Kas 
* ware 








a ripen 










































ie ake. he ep i in order that ae saan he ; 
sooner have an opportunity to move this | 
amendment, which I consider affects a a Se oan vie 
matter of more importance than»some of Rotten) mor Bee 
those that have been discussed. Cameron, D. C. | 
Sir Josep Coox.—The vote covered by Cook, Sir it geeat ° 
the clause has Blnaney been twice ap- Fleming, W. M. 

ne proved to-day. | ety ae 

oe hg OR, Yea. N This 48 ‘the only. oppor- Greene W. M 
“tunity that I have had of dividing the Hipos, W. G. 
Committee on the subject. of my amend- Hughes, W. M. 
ment, and, therefore, I insist sn RE an 
dimen. : Question so rodalved in the nega 
 Question—That the eels proposed POW a Amendment negatived, 
be inserted be ‘so os ican ea _ The _ Clause agreed to. _ 















“Burchell, B ie 
| ey ‘ W. A. 





‘ ie divided. ’ eat Clauses 3 and 4 ee to. ats 
Ce ives fy he i 19 —». Schedule, preamble and itle agreed 
oat ON oes... ae DOR Tye mea aay qs SINE reported without. as ent; 


— +, “port adopted.’ 










Maoritg ovat wie ee Bill read a third time. 

ee Aves: i He a 
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> Cunningham. LD, L. . | West, J. E. 
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Maloney, Dr. McGrath, D. C. 


Pale 8, RB. Riley, E. 
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the Honorable the Pre* iaent or the Honorable the Speaker, 


sama! gepiney should be sent to the Government Printer, ‘Melbourne, © iY 
a 3 | Re Pa ae HARRY FRIEND, 
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